
1 SOUNDS AND SPELLING

1.0 A GENERAL GUIDE TO THE UKRAINIAN ALPHABET
AND PRONUNCIATION

We begin with an informal presentation of the sounds of the Ukrainian

language, which we will qualify in the subsequent more detailed examination.

The outline in this chapter draws on works in the Bibliography.

The transcription which we use is that of the International Phonetic

Alphabet. The approximate pronunciation equivalents given are also meant
as a rough, preliminary guide. Wherever in the present book we make

transliterations for purposes other than jshonetic and phonological, we

respectivelyreplace [p/v, \321\224,js, \320\267,i, d, ts, tf, J, JtJ] with [w/v, e, je, z, y, o, c, c, s, sc], and

the apostrophe and soft sign with an apostrophe.

the Ukrainian alphabet -
\320\243\320\272\321\200\320\260\321\227\320\275\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\260\320\260\320\261\320\265\321\202\320\272\320\260

LETTERS AND SOUNDS -
\320\233\321\226\321\202\320\265\321\200\320\270\321\202\320\260\320\227\320\262\321\203\320\272\320\270

Printed Hand- Name

written
A a cA a a [a]
\320\221\320\261 # f \320\261\320\265[b]

\320\222\320\262 \302\243 4, \320\262\320\265[p/v]

\320\223\320\263 / \321\226 \320\263\320\265[h]

\322\220\322\221 \322\221 * \320\263\320\265[\320\264]

\320\224\320\264 \302\243 \321\226 \320\264\320\265[d]

\320\225\321\224 \302\243 t e [\321\224]

\320\204\321\224 \320\204 \321\224 \321\224 [je]

\320\226\320\266 X \320\266, \320\266\320\265[\320\267]

Approximate pronunciation

a as in northern Engaish bad.

b as in English bed.

v as in English vet (but with

perhaps more participation of
both lips),

close to English h in house, but
with more voice and less

aspiration (see the list of

grammatical terms).

g as in English get; quite a rare

sound in native Ukrainian words.

d as in English debt,

e as in English get. May become

\320\270-likewhen unstressed (see

below).
ye as in English yet.
s roughlyas in English pleasure

(keep your voice low and push
out your lips).

Transcription
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\320\227\320\267 J > \320\267\320\265[z]

(\320\230)\320\270 it u, \320\270 [i]

\320\206\320\206 7*1 [\320\206]

\321\227\320\207 7 \320\260.\320\207 [ji]

\320\231\320\271 \320\234 \320\271 \320\271\320\276\321\202[j]

K \320\272 ft \320\272, \320\272\320\260[k]

\320\233\320\273 \302\253/\320\206^ \320\265\320\273[l]

Mm M, ^ \320\265\320\274[m]

H \320\275 76 \320\272,\321\224\320\275[n]

\320\236\320\236 \320\236 \320\260 \320\236 [\320\227]

\320\237\320\277 \320\257 al \320\277\320\265[\321\200]

\320\240\320\240 J> \320\233 \320\265\321\200[\320\263]

\320\241\321\201 \320\241 \321\201 \320\265\321\201[s]

\321\202\321\202 \321\202 ^ \321\202\320\265[t]

\320\243\320\243 V , \320\243 \320\234

\320\244\321\204 ^ ^ \320\265\321\204[f]

X \321\205 X \321\205 \321\205\320\260[\321\205]

\320\246\320\246 24 \321\206 \321\206\320\265[ts]

\320\247\321\207 \320\247 \320\263 \321\207\320\265[tj]

\320\250\321\210 \302\253\321\226\321\211, \321\210\320\260[J]

(\320\254)\321\214

\320\256\321\216 /0 w \321\216 [ju]

\320\257\321\217 \321\201\320\257\320\273 \321\217 [ja]

z as in English ze/i.
somewhat between English / in

sit and the very beginning of the

a in gaze, usually transliterated

as y. May become e-like when

unstressed (see above).
ee as in English seen or / as in

English machine,

yea as in English yeast,
\321\203as in English soya,
k as in Englishskittle (with

minimal aspiration).
/ as in English look,
m as in Englishmoney,

n as in English near,
\320\276as in English got, not as in

Englishmore. May become

y-like when unstressed (see

below).

p as in English spot (with minimal

aspiration).
r as in Spanish caro.

s as in English sit.
t as in English stop (minimal

aspiration).

oo as in English hoot.
/as in English/*/?.

ch as in Scottish English loch

(but pronounced without too
much rasping).

ts as in Englishbits,

ch as in English church (not as in
cheer\\ push out your lips).

sh as in Englishshoot (keep your

voice low and push out your

lips).

sh ch as in English fresh chicken

(without a pause),
the 'soft sign' \320\274'\321\217\320\272\320\270\320\271\320\267\320\275\320\260\320\272,it

follows consonants and
indicates that they are to be

pronounced palatalized.
you as in English you.
ya as in English yahoo.



20 Ukrainian: A Comprehensive Grammar

'
\320\260\320\277\320\276\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\276\321\204apostrophe (usually to separate a

consonant, which then remains

hard, from a following [j]).

It can also be useful to be able to transliterate the Ukrainian alphabet, that is

to write out Cyrillic using Latin letters. A standard transliteration remains to

be decided upon. Here we give a simplified 'non-linguistic' system, in the

order of the letters of the alphabet (the final element in parentheses is the

Cyrillic equivalent; if there is more than one element in parentheses, the first

represents alternative transliterations of the letter concerned).

a (a)

g(r)
zh (z) (\320\266)

\321\227(\320\206\321\226,\320\243\320\206+)(\321\227)

\321\202(\320\274)

r(p)

f(4>)

sh (s) (\321\210)

ia (ja, yaf) (\321\217)

b(6)

<\321\226(\320\264)

Z(3)

\321\226(\320\206,\320\243)(\320\271)

\320\277(\320\275)

s(c)

kh (x, ch) (x)
shch (sc) (\321\211)

'0

V(B)
e(e)
\320\243(\320\270)

k(K)

0(0)

t(T)
ts (c) (\321\206)

'*(\321\214)

h(r)

ie (je, ye*) (c)
i(0
1(\320\273)

P(n)

u(y)

ch (\321\201)(\321\207)

iu (ju, yu*) (10

f = ye, yi, yu, ya, if used, are restricted to the very beginning of a word or following a vowel

word-internally.
* = may be omitted (it most often is, in titles and bibliographies).

Although they are not separate letters of the alphabet, in that they do not
have their own sections in dictionaries, the combinations \320\264\320\266,\320\264\320\267,and \320\264\320\267\321\214

(including \320\264\320\267\321\216,\320\264\320\267\321\217)are toJ>e pronounced as one sound each, namely [d3],

[dz], and [<\302\251]:\320\245\320\276\320\264\320\266\321\203[xod3'uJ[<I walk', \320\264\320\266\320\270\320\275\321\201\320\270[d3'msi] 'jeans', \320\264\320\267\320\265\321\200\320\272\320\260\320\273\320\276

[dz'erkab] 'mirror', \320\264\320\267\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\272[d3v'onik] 'little bell', and \320\264\320\267\321\214\320\276\320\261[dzhb] 'beak'.

Sometimes they do represent two sounds, namely at morpheme juncture,
and are pronounced as respective sequences of [d] + [3], [z], [z*]: \320\277\321\226\320\264\320\266\320\270\320\262\320\260\321\202\320\270'to

be refreshed', \320\262\321\226\320\264\320\266\320\271\320\273\320\270\320\271'obsolete', \320\277\321\226\320\264\320\267\320\265\320\274\320\275\320\270\320\271'underground', \320\277\321\226\320\264\320\267\320\270\321\200\320\260\321\202\320\270'to

observe secretly'.

Note 1\\ There are not many words in Ukrainian with \322\221[\320\264],and in some

publications (especially older, Soviet-era ones) the letter r will still be found to
cover both [h] and [g]. In the following words we have [g]:

\322\221\320\260\320\275\320\276\320\272balcony \322\221\321\200\320\260\321\202\320\270grating (compare \320\263\321\200\320\260\321\202\320\270\320\247\320\276play')

\322\221\320\260\320\262\320\260crow \320\260\322\221\321\200\321\203\321\201\321\226\320\262\320\272\320\260gooseberry brandy

\322\221\321\203\320\264\320\267\320\270\320\272button \322\221\320\265\320\264\320\267\321\214gadfly

Note 2: The sound [ti] is almost always soft when word- and syllable-final:

\320\272\320\260\321\200\320\261\320\276\320\262\320\260\320\275\320\265\321\206\321\214'rouble', and in suffixes, for example, -\321\206\321\214\320\272-,-\320\265\321\206\321\214,-\321\206\321\214:

\321\202\321\203\321\200\320\265\321\206\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271Turkish \320\260\320\274\320\265\321\200\320\270\320\272\320\260\320\275\320\265\321\206\321\214American

\321\200\320\276\320\261\321\226\321\202\320\275\320\270\321\206\321\214of the workwomen
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Exceptions are isolated words (usually borrowings), for example,

\320\277\320\260\320\273\320\260\321\206palace \320\260\320\261\320\267\320\260\321\206paragraph, indentation

It is always soft before [i], and often before [a], [o], [u]:

\320\277\321\200\320\260\321\206\321\226\320\262\320\275\320\270\321\206\321\217workwoman \320\262\321\226\320\272\320\276\320\275\321\206\321\217little window (G.sg. n.)
\320\276\320\264\320\275\320\276\320\272\320\273\320\260\321\201\320\275\320\270\321\206\321\216classmate (A.sg. f.) \320\277'\321\217\321\202\320\275\320\260\320\264\321\206\321\217\321\202\321\214fifteen

\320\262\321\203\320\273\320\270\321\206\321\217street \321\206\321\214\320\276\320\274\321\203this (D.sg. m./n.)

Note:

\321\206\320\260\321\200tsar \321\206\320\260\320\277goat

\321\206\321\203\320\272\320\276\321\200sugar \321\206\321\203\321\200\320\260\321\202\320\270\321\201\321\217to avoid

\321\206\321\203\321\206\320\265\320\275\321\217puppy \321\206\320\276\320\272\320\260\321\202\320\270to clink

But [ts] is always hard before [\321\224],[\321\226]:\320\232\321\200\320\260\320\262\321\206\320\265\320\262\321\226,dative of the surname \320\232\321\200\320\260\320\262\320\265\321\206\321\214

Taylor'. Compare:

\320\276\320\267\320\265\321\200\321\206\320\265small lake \320\262\321\226\320\272\320\276\320\275\321\206\320\265small window

\321\201\320\265\321\200\321\206\320\265heart \321\206\320\270\321\202\321\200\320\270\320\275\320\260lemon

\321\206\320\270\321\202\320\260\321\202\320\260quotation

[ti>] can also come about as a result of the combination -\321\202\321\214+ \321\201\321\217in verbs, in

which case [\302\251]is long:

\320\264\320\276\320\262\320\265\320\264\320\265\321\202\321\214\321\201\321\217will have to \320\267\321\203\320\277\320\270\320\275\321\217\321\202\321\214\321\201\321\217they will stop

Note 3: The sound [tj] is hard in Ukrainian, except before [i] and when

lengthened:

\320\276\321\207\321\226eyes \320\276\320\261\320\273\320\270\321\207\321\207\321\217face.

Note 4: The letters \321\217,\321\216,\321\201either represent [j] + [a, u, \321\224]or the vowels alone
after a soft consonant. The vowel \320\207always represents [j] + [i]:

\321\217\320\261\320\273\321\203\320\272\320\276apple \321\216\320\275\320\270\320\271youthful

\320\277'\321\224\321\201\320\260play, drama \320\204\320\262\320\263\320\265\320\275Eugene

\320\262\320\265\321\201\321\226\320\273\320\273\321\217wedding (feast) \320\273\321\216\320\261\320\276\320\262love

\320\273\320\273\321\224\321\202\321\214\321\201\321\217flows \321\227\320\264\320\272\320\270\320\271biting, tart

\321\226\321\201\321\202\320\276\321\200\321\226\321\227stories

They represent two sounds at the very beginning of a word or within a word

after a vowel or after an apostrophe or soft sign:

\320\274'\321\217\320\272\320\270\320\271soft \320\274'\321\217\321\202\320\260mint

\321\216\321\200\320\261\320\260crowd \321\226\320\275\321\202\320\265\321\200\320\262'\321\216interview

\320\274\320\276\321\227my/mine (nom. pi.) \320\277\320\276\321\227\321\205\320\260\321\202\320\270to set/drive off

\320\277\320\276\321\224\320\264\320\275\320\260\320\275\320\275\321\217accord \320\276\320\261'\321\224\320\264\320\275\320\260\320\275\320\275\321\217union

\321\201\321\226\320\274'\321\217family \320\267\320\262'\321\217\320\267\320\276\320\272link, tie
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Although the apostrophe is meant to indicate that a preceding consonant is

hard, in practice one might occasionally hear a soft articulation; see 1.1.8.

1.1 THE PRONUNCIATION AND SOUND SYSTEM OF
UKRAINIAN

1.1.1 PREAMBLE

The preceding paragraphs begged a few questions on, among other things,
stress, the role of the soft sign, the use of the apostrophe, the opposition of

voiced and voiceless consonants, the opposition of hard and soft consonants,

consonantal and vocalic alternations, the assimilation and simplification of

consonantal groups, and intonation. We treat these after a general
presentationof the sound system, or phonology, of Ukrainian, starting with a

schematic outline of the phonemes.

1.1.2 THE VOWEL SYSTEM

Front (Central) Back

High/close \321\226 u

High-mid \321\226

Open-mid \321\224 \320\276

Low/open a

The vowels as given are phonemes, but using the phonetic symbols which

correspond most closely to their predominant phonetic incidence, i.e. as chief
allophones. The major areas of variation apply to unstressed [\321\226,\321\224].These two

tend to approximate to each other. Moreover, unstressed [o] before stressed

[u] (and at times even [i]) may narrow to [u] or [ow] or, perhaps better, to [o].
Otherwise pronunciation is essentially as given, with variation consisting in
accommodation to contiguous sounds. The phoneme [i] is occasionally also

symbolized as [i], which is however properly a high central vowel, as in

Russian, and hence misleading.
Given that it is meaningful to isolate phonemes, as above, then this needs to

be given some measure of justification. There is no problem with /a, d, u, i/, in

that they can stand as independent words. The phoneme /\321\224/can be justified by
adducing minimal pairs, for example, \320\277\320\260\321\200\320\260'pair'

-
\320\277\320\265\321\200\320\260'feathers', 'pens'.

This leaves /i/. Put most simply, this candidate seems weaker since it cannot be

an independent word and never occurs at the very beginning of a word. So,

given that /i/ occurs word-initially and after soft consonants, while III occurs

only after hard consonants, we might seem to have a case of complementary
distribution, with [i] an allophone of a phoneme /i/. Again, we might say that

certain people pronounce [i] after hard consonants (i.e. where \321\226alternates

with o) and palatals (or certain soft consonants), for example, \320\275\321\226\321\201'nose',
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\321\201\320\270\320\275\321\226\320\271'blue', \320\261\320\265\320\267\320\272\321\200\320\260\321\227\320\271'endless'. But more important, given the arguable status

of such data, would be (i) the phonetic difference between [i] and [i], given
that the latter is in fact much closer phonetically to [\321\224]than to [i] (we see this

particularly when [\321\224]and [i] are unstressed), and (ii) the fact that [i] and [i]

contrast after consonants which do not participate in the hard/soft

distinction, for example, \320\232\320\270\320\275\321\214!'Throw!' - \320\272\321\226\320\275\321\214'horse', \320\221\320\270\320\271!'Hit!' - \320\261\321\226\320\271'battle'.

Ukrainian, therefore, arguably has six vocalic phonemes.2

1.1.3 THE CONSONANT SYSTEM

Place of articulation

Bilabial Labio-dental Dental Palatal Velar Glottal

Obstruents

5. Plosives p

\320\206
\321\214

\"3 Fricatives f

<5* Affricates

si Sonorants
St

1
Fricatives [w] P-v

5 Stops

2 Nasal m

t

d

s
z
ts
&

V

\320\244

S*

zJ

tsJ

dz\302\273

J

3

tf

d3

k

g
X

s Lateral

Vibrant

n
1
r

nJ

1J

rJ

We give [w], a phonetic feature, because it is salient and, for reasons given

below, currently recommended. One should note that /p-v/, as an allophone
of which [w] occurs, does not contrast with /f/; /p~v/ is a weak sort of /v/,
articulated with the lower lip behind the upper teeth (If/, and English /v/, are
articulated with the lower lip in front of the upper teeth). Something close to

English /v/ might occur half-soft before /i/, for example, \320\262\321\226\320\267'conveyed

(masc.)'. Some commentators would contrast this, where the \321\226alternates with

e, i.e. \320\262\320\265\320\267\320\273\320\260'carried (fern.)', with \320\262\321\226\320\267'cart', which arguably has a hard [v]

before the [i] which alternates with o, for example, \320\262\320\276\320\267\320\260'cart (G.sg.)\\

However, we have to see this nowadays as a dialectal feature and, whatever the
dialectal reality, we have the complication of the \320\262in \320\262\320\265\320\267\320\273\320\260being hard

anyway. We are left with questions of chronology. Less problematic is the soft \320\262in

such words as \320\262\321\226\321\202\320\265\321\200'wind', where the \321\226arises from *e and would have always

remained soft, but where there is no alternation.

The horizontal axis in the above diagram represents place of articulation
(where constriction or blockage of the oral cavity occurs); the vertical axis
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represents mode or manner of articulation (the extent or type of constriction
of the oral cavity). The two vertical pairs in certain columns are respectively

voiceless and voiced. The horizontal pairs within certain columns represent
respectively hard or non-palatalized and soft or palatalized consonants. The
small superscript [j] indicates softness or palatalization, that is the

articulation,simultaneous with the articulation of the consonant, of a palatal

element. The consonants as given are phonemes; each one also has a phonetic

reality as a sole or chief allophone as appropriate; several also have

subsidiary allophones. Arguably, the representation of the phonemes in this

manner is misleading, in that it suggests some phonetic reality; however, our
experience is that from a practical point of view such a representation is both

generally accessible and also to some extent represents the speakers'
psychological reality.

What may surprise is that the labials, labio-dentals, palatals (except for [j]),
and velars are not paired for palatalization in the table. Essentially they are

seen only to occur in a semi-soft variant, before [i]; however, at least [ft] might
be felt to contrast with [P], for example, \321\201\320\262\320\260\321\202'kinsman', 'matchmaker' -

\321\201\320\262\321\217\321\202-'holy'. (Note that ULVN indicates the preferred pronunciation of the

initial sequence \321\201\320\262-here as cV, i.e. as [&ft]). One opinion, conveyed by
Shevchenko 1993:55, is to see this whole series as a 'peripheral subsystem';
such adhockery is often resorted to, though it is unnecessary. Finally, we

know that a good number of Ukrainian consonants occur as long
consonants.These may be quite straightforwardly seen as geminates and hence as
sequences of two consonants.

1.1.4 STRESS

The acute accent placed over certain vowel letters marks the primary stress; a

grave accent marks a secondary stress, restricted to compound words. We will

not mark the stress on monosyllabic words. It is not in any case ever marked

in normal written Ukrainian, except in grammars, courses, and where a
word's meaning depends on the stress, for example,

\320\267\320\260\320\274\320\276\320\272castle \320\267\320\260\320\274\320\276\320\272lock

\320\276\320\261\321\226\320\264circle, hoop \320\276\320\261\321\226\320\264lunch

\320\277\320\273\320\260\320\272\320\260\321\202\320\270to weep \320\277\320\273\320\260\320\272\320\260\321\202\320\270posters (N.A./?/.)

\320\277\320\265\321\200\320\260feathers, pens (N. A.pl.) \320\277\320\265\321\200\320\260of the feather, pen (G.sg.)
\320\262\320\276\320\264\320\270waters (N.A.pl.) \320\262\320\276\320\264\320\270water (G.sg.)

\320\275\320\260\321\201\320\270\320\277\320\260\321\202\320\270to pour in (perf.) \320\275\320\260\321\201\320\270\320\277\320\260\321\202\320\270to pour in (imperf.)3

In the transcription, which we use sparingly, we denote the stress by a

superscript short vertical (secondary stress by a subscript short vertical), inserting
it into monosyllables as appropriate. On the whole we place the stress mark

immediately before the stressed vowel; another approach places the stress

before the consonant or consonants (groups including sonorants may be



Sounds and spelling 25

split) preceding the stressed vowel, in other words roughly indicating syllable
rather than vowel stress.

There is no general rule as to where the stress falls in a Ukrainian word;

you must learn it as you go along, and be prepared to find it moving from

syllable to syllable in some words (where there seems to be variation or a
choice, we give two stresses for a word). It is worth noting that there is a

tendency in modern Ukrainian to transfer the stress of three- or more-
syllable first-declension nouns (ending in -a) to the endings in the plural, for

example,

\320\274\320\260\320\272\321\226\320\262\320\272\320\260- \320\274\320\260\320\272\321\226\320\262\320\272\320\270(-\320\260\320\274,-\320\260\320\274\320\270,-\320\260\321\205)poppy head/flower

Others are:

\320\275\320\260\320\271\320\274\320\270\321\207\320\272\320\260maid \320\274\320\260\320\272\321\226\320\262\320\276\321\207\320\272\320\260small poppy head/flower

\320\273\320\260\321\201\321\202\321\226\320\262\320\272\320\260swallow (dim.) \320\273\320\260\321\201\321\202\321\226\320\262\320\276\321\207\320\272\320\260swallow (dim.)

\321\217\320\263\321\226\320\264\320\272\320\260small berry \321\202\320\276\320\262\320\260\321\200\320\270\321\210\320\272\320\260comrade (fern.)

This may even be found in a few two-syllable nouns:

\321\205\321\203\321\201\321\202\320\272\320\260neckerchief \320\264\321\226\320\262\320\272\320\260girl

\320\272\320\275\320\270\320\266\320\272\320\260book \321\200\321\226\321\207\320\272\320\260river

The vowels [a] and [o] are pronounced clearly whether stressed or unstressed.

However, before [u] and [i] (particularly but not always stressed) an unstressed

[o] may acquire a [u]-like quality:

\320\276\320\275\321\203\320\272\320\276\320\274grandson (l.sg.) \320\264\320\276\320\262\321\226\320\264\320\260\321\202\320\270\321\201\321\217to find out

\320\277\320\276\320\273\321\203\320\274\320\270\321\201\320\276\320\272platter \320\275\320\276\321\202\321\203\320\262\320\260\321\202\320\270to note down

\320\274\320\270\320\277\320\276\320\261\321\226\320\263\320\273\320\270we ran off \321\201\320\262\320\276\321\227\320\274one's (l.sg. m./n.)

When unstressed, the vowel [\321\224]may be pronounced somewhat like [i] and the

vowel [i] may approximate to [\321\224]:

\320\274\320\265\320\275\320\265me (A.G.) \320\274\320\265\320\275\321\226me (D.L.)

\321\201\320\265\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\260sister \320\277\320\265\321\200\320\265\320\274\320\276\320\263\320\260victory

\321\203\320\275\321\226\320\262\320\265\321\200\321\201\320\270\321\202\320\265\321\202university \321\202\320\265\321\205\320\275\321\226\321\207\320\275\320\270\320\271technical

\320\274\320\265\321\205\320\260\320\275\321\226\320\272mechanic \320\274\320\265\320\264\320\270\321\206\320\270\320\275\320\260medicine

1.1.5 VOICED AND VOICELESS CONSONANTS, ASSIMILATION

In Ukrainian, as in many other languages, there are voiced and voiceless
consonants. It is possible to classify them in pairs. Thus:

[p]
-

[f] -

[t]
-

[tJ]
-

fsl
-

- [b]
- M
- [d]
- [*]
-

\320\230

=

=

=

=
=

\320\277-

\320\244
-

T -

\321\202\321\214-

c -

6
\320\262

\320\224

\320\224\320\254

3

(but see 1.1.3 and below)
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[si]
-

\321\210
-

[ti] -

[tsi]
-

WL
-

[Milk]
-

M -

[zi]

[3]

[di]

[<\302\251]

\342\204\226]

[3d3]

[g]

[h]

=
=
=
=
=
rr

=

=

Cb -

\320\250-

\321\206
-

\321\206\321\214
-

4 -

\320\251
-

K -

X -

3b

\320\266

\320\264\320\267

\320\224\320\227\320\254

\320\224\320\226

\320\266\320\264\320\266

\322\220

\320\263

Those given with a final soft sign stand for palatalized consonants preceding
either a soft sign or one of the vowels \321\217,\321\216,\321\226,\321\201in the spelling. Note that at the
very end of a word and syllable voiced consonants remain voiced in

Ukrainian,as in English but different from such languages as German and Russian.
A few examples:

\321\210\320\262\320\270\320\264\321\210\320\265[JVidJe] more quickly
\321\227\320\266\321\202\320\265[j'i3ts] eat

\321\200\320\276\320\267\321\202\320\260\320\273\321\214[r'DztaP] thaw (weather)
\321\210\320\262\320\270\320\264\320\272\320\276[JP'idko] quickly

\320\275\321\226\320\266[\320\277>'\321\226\320\267]knife

\321\200\320\270\320\261\320\272\320\260[r'ibka] little fish

\320\272\320\260\320\267\320\272\320\260[k'azka] tale - \320\272\320\260\321\201\320\272\320\260[k'aska] helmet

\320\267\320\260\320\273\321\216\320\261\320\272\320\270[zal-iubk'i] with pleasure
\320\274\320\265\320\264[m'sd] honey

\321\201\320\272\321\200\321\226\320\267\321\214[skr'izJ] everywhere, always

Note that in a sequence of voiceless + voiced consonant, assimilation does

take place, and is not reflected in the spelling:

\320\262\320\276\320\272\320\267\320\260\320\273[vogz'al] railway station \320\274\320\276\320\273\320\276\321\202\321\214\320\261\320\260threshing [mabdJb'a]

\321\217\320\272\320\261\320\270
[jagb'i^if \320\260\320\275\320\265\320\272\320\264\320\276\321\202anecdote [anegd'ot]

\321\205\320\276\321\207\320\261\320\270[x'Dd3bi] no matter what

The consonants [n], [m], [1], [r] are voiced but do not participate in this

correlation; in other words, a voiceless consonant in front of any of them remains

voiceless, for example:

\320\277\321\200\320\270[\321\200\320\277]beside, near (not *[bn])

Before voiceless consonants the only voiced consonants to devoice are [z]

(when in a prefix) and [h] in the middle of a word. Thus:

\321\200\320\276\320\267\320\277\320\270\321\201\320\260\321\202\320\270to distribute (writing) \321\200\320\276\320\267\321\201\320\270\320\277\320\260\321\202\320\270to strew, scatter (perf.)
\320\261\320\265\320\267\320\277\320\273\320\260\320\275\320\276\320\262\320\270\320\271without a plan \320\261\320\265\320\267\320\277\320\273\320\260\321\202\320\275\320\270\320\271free (of charge)
\320\262\320\276\320\263\320\272\320\276damp \320\275\321\226\320\263\321\202\321\226nails (on fingers)
\320\272\321\226\320\263\321\202\321\226claws

but \320\273\320\265\320\263\320\272\320\270\320\271'easy' may have both [x] and [h], and \320\274\320\276\320\263\321\202\320\270'to be able' and \320\273\321\217\320\263\321\202\320\270

'to lie down' have [h].
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Before voiced consonants, voiceless consonants are voiced:

\320\277\321\200\320\276\321\201\321\214\320\261\320\260request \320\261\320\276\321\200\320\276\321\202\321\214\320\261\320\260struggle

\320\274\320\276\320\273\320\276\321\202\321\214\320\261\320\260threshing \320\272\320\273\321\217\321\202\321\214\320\261\320\260curse

Note too that the prefix \320\267-may be fixed in the spelling and pronunciation as c-

[s] before some voiceless consonants, namely \320\272,\320\277,\321\202,\321\205,\321\204:

\321\201\321\205\320\276\320\264\320\270\321\202\320\270,but with its perfective \320\267\321\226\320\271\321\202\320\270to rise, descend

\321\201\320\277\320\270\321\202\320\260\321\202\320\270to enquire \320\267\320\261\320\270\321\202\320\270to fasten

\321\201\321\205\320\276\320\277\320\270\321\202\320\270to seize \320\267\320\263\320\276\321\200\321\226\321\202\320\270to burn/be burnt

\321\201\321\204\320\276\321\202\320\276\320\263\321\200\320\260\321\204\321\203\320\262\320\260\321\202\320\270to photograph \320\267\320\262\320\265\321\201\321\202\320\270to lead down, mislead

With the prefixes \321\200\320\276\320\267-,\320\261\320\265\320\267-,\320\262\321\226\320\264-(\320\276\320\264-),\320\275\320\260\320\264-,\320\277\321\226\320\264-,\320\276\320\261-,\320\274\321\226\320\266-,\320\277\320\265\321\200\320\265\320\264-,\320\262\320\276\320\267-,

\320\277\320\276\320\275\320\260\320\264-,\320\277\321\200\320\265\320\264-,\321\207\320\265\321\200\320\265\320\267-the voiced character of the final consonant is retained

(and conveyed in the spelling):

\321\200\320\276\320\267\320\272\320\276\320\273\320\276\321\202\320\270to split \320\261\320\265\320\267\320\277\320\265\321\200\320\265\321\207\320\275\320\270\320\271incontestible

\320\262\321\226\320\264\320\277\321\203\321\201\321\202\320\270\321\202\320\270to let go \320\277\321\226\320\264\320\261\321\226\320\263\321\202\320\270to run up to

1.1.5.1 The consonant [p/v]

At the beginning of a word before a consonant, in the middle of a word after
a vowel before a consonant, and at the end of a word after a vowel the

consonant [p/v] is pronounced as a sound intermediate between [v] and [u] (it
is sometimes asserted that it is a straight labio-dental when soft before [i], for

example, as in \320\262\321\226\320\275[v^in] 'he'). The lips may be round and protrude, i.e. it is

bilabial, or we have the lower lip behind the upper teeth. At the end of a word

we should not have [f] for this sound, though one cannot but admit that it is

heard. In other words, [w] is prescribed:

\321\201\320\272\320\260\320\267\320\260\320\262said (masc.) \320\273\321\216\320\261\320\276\320\262love

\320\267\321\200\320\276\320\261\320\270\320\262did (masc.) \320\262\320\277\320\265\320\262\320\275\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271assured, made certain

\320\277\320\276\320\262\320\275\320\270\320\271full

1.1.6 HARD AND SOFT CONSONANTS

The hard/soft pairs which we find in Ukrainian are as follows (first those

which are accepted as phonemic, second those which are rather restricted, on
the whole to the position before \321\226[\321\226],where they tend, even then, to be

minimallypalatalized, and are thus peripherally phonemic):

[t]

[d]

M

\320\231

[ts]
-

[d3] -

- W
- w
- M
-

[*]
-

\342\204\226

-
[<#]

T -

\320\264
-

c -

3 -

\321\206
-

\320\264\320\267
-

Tb

\320\224\320\254

\321\201\321\214

3b

\321\206\321\214

\320\224\320\227\320\254
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W
[1]

M

[b]

[p]

[P]/[w] -

tf]
[m] -

M
[h]

M

[3]

\320\250

Wl
-

IftJl -

\342\204\226
-

fed3] -

H
[lj]

\320\230

[b\302\273i]

lP\"i]

[\321\203\320\233]/[(\320\243\320\206]

[fJi]

[mli]

[kJi]

[Wi]

W

\342\204\226

[Pi]

[\320\250

\320\206\320\223\320\244\321\226]

[d3\302\273i]

W*\\

=

zz

=

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

=

=

=

=r

H -

\320\233-

P \"

6 -

\320\237-

\320\262-

\320\244
-

M -

K -

\320\223-

X -

\320\266-

\320\250-

4 -

\321\211-

\320\224\320\226-

\320\226\320\224\320\226

\320\275\321\214

\320\273\321\214

\321\200\321\214

\320\261\321\226

\320\277\321\226

\320\262\321\226

\321\204\320\206

\320\274\321\226

\320\272\321\226

\320\263\321\226

\321\205\321\226

\320\266\321\226

\321\210\321\226

\321\207\321\226

\320\251\320\206

\320\224\320\226\320\206

\320\266\320\264\320\266\321\226

For the first group, the spelling of the soft consonant with a following soft

sign is purely a convention for the purposes of the table. In the actual

spelling, as we shall see in the examples, a soft consonant can be identified by its

being followed by one of the following letters: \321\217,\321\224,\321\226,\321\216,and \321\214either on its

own or followed by \320\276as \321\214\320\276.The special letters serve simply to indicate that the

preceding consonant is soft. If a vowel, an apostrophe, or nothing precedes \321\217,

\321\224,\321\216,then they represent [j] + [\320\260,\321\224,u]. As for i, it is only ever [i]; should there

be a preceding [j], then the letter \320\207(which is always [ji]) is used. We might
symbolize this as follows:

Soft-series vowel

(after soft consonant

or nothing)
\321\217

c

\321\226

-

\321\214\320\276

\321\216

[j] + vowel

(after vowel,
apostrophe, or nothing)
\321\217

c

\320\207

-

\320\271\320\276after consonant or

nothing
\320\256

Hard-series vowel

(after hard consonant
or nothing)
a
e
-

\320\270only after hard

consonant

0 !

\320\243

It might be noted that consonants were originally soft or half-soft before e

andn.
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We can on the whole divide the consonants up as follows as regards
hardness and softness:

hard-only: [b, p, p/v, m, f], [3, tf, J, di], [g, k, x], [h]

Final labial consonants and final p are always hard in Ukrainian:

\320\263\320\276\320\273\321\203\320\261pigeon, dove \320\272\321\200\320\276\320\262blood

\320\262\320\265\321\200\321\204wharf \321\201\321\202\320\265\320\277steppe

\321\201\321\226\320\274seven \320\267\320\262\321\226\321\200(wild) animal

These and the rest of this group may soften slightly before [i] and before \321\217,\321\216

in foreign words and a few Ukrainian words:

\320\261\321\226\320\273\320\270\320\271white \320\274\321\226\321\201\321\202\320\276town, city

\320\261\321\216\321\200\320\276office \320\277\321\216\321\200\320\265puree

\320\267\320\261\321\226\320\266\320\266\321\217grain \320\272\320\273\320\276\321\207\321\207\321\217tow, oakum

\320\227\320\260\320\277\320\276\321\200\321\226\320\266\320\266\321\217Zaporizhia

soft-only: [j]

HARD AND SOFT: [d, d-i, t, t>, z, zJ, s, s>, ts, \302\251,1, P, n, nJ, r, rJ, dz, dz>]. They are
soft:

(i) Before the soft sign:

\320\266\320\276\320\262\321\202\320\265\320\275\321\214October \321\201\321\214\320\276\320\274\320\270\320\271seventh

(ii) Before i:

\321\201\321\226\320\273\321\214salt \320\264\321\226\320\274house, home

\320\275\321\226\321\207night

(iii) Before the vowel letters \321\217,\321\216,\321\224:

\320\273\321\217\320\272\320\260\321\202\320\270to frighten \320\273\321\216\320\261\320\270\321\202\320\270to love, like

\321\201\320\270\320\275\320\265blue (N./A.sg.N.) \320\264\320\267\321\216\321\200\320\272\320\276\321\202\320\260\321\202\320\270to murmur, gurgle

(iv) Immediately before soft consonants:

\320\274\320\260\320\271\320\261\321\203\321\202\320\275\321\224the future \321\201\321\214\320\276\320\263\320\276\320\264\320\275\321\226today

\321\200\320\260\320\264\321\217\320\275\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271Soviet

Here are a few more examples:

\321\202\320\270[t'i] you \321\202\321\226[tJ'i] those

\320\264\321\217\320\272\321\203\321\216[dJ'akuju] thank you
\321\201\320\260\320\264[s'ad] garden \321\201\321\217\320\264\321\214[si'adj] sit down

\320\277\320\260\320\273\320\260\321\206[pal'ats] \321\205\320\273\320\276\320\277\320\265\321\206\321\214[\321\205\320\223\320\276\321\200\321\224\320\231]boy

\320\264\320\267\320\262\321\226\320\275[dzJ^'in] bell (nom. sg.) \320\264\320\267\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\260[dzP'ona] bell (gen. sg.)
\321\200\320\260\321\201\320\260[r'asa] race, breed \321\200\321\217\321\201\320\260[rJ'asa] cassock
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For the second group in the list at the beginning of this section we have given
the letters followed by \321\226because this is the commonest environment we come

across. Some examples:

\320\261\321\226\320\273\320\270\320\271[Wilij] white \320\262\321\226\320\262[vJ'ip] led

\320\272\321\226\320\275\321\214[WinJ] horse \321\210\321\226\321\201\321\202\321\214
[P'isjtf]

six

\320\275\320\276\320\266\321\226[nozJ'i] knives \321\203\320\275\320\276\321\207\321\226[unotp'i] at night

What has been said above does not refer to sequences of two consonants, of
which the second is soft. In such cases the general rule is that the first is

pronounced soft too unless it is a labial. So:

\321\203\320\274\321\226\321\201\321\202\321\226[umJ'isUJi] in the town \320\276\320\264\320\275\321\226\320\271[odJnJ'ij] one (D.L.sg. f.)
\321\201\320\275\321\226\320\263[sw'ih] snow

and after the labials, namely \320\261,\320\277,\320\262,\321\204,\320\274:

\321\217\320\273\321\216\320\261\320\273\321\216[j'a PublJ'u] I love.
\320\272\320\276\320\275\320\276\320\277\320\273\321\226[\320\272\320\267\320\277'\320\267\321\200\320\243\321\226]hemp (G.sg. f.)

\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\263\321\200\320\260\321\204\320\273\321\217\321\202\321\214,[von'i hrafP'ot'] They draw lines.

\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\272\320\276\321\200\320\274\320\273\321\217\321\202\321\214.[vDn'i k'ormlJatJ] They feed.

Remember that in Ukrainian consonants are hard before e:

\321\202\320\265\320\260\321\202\321\200theatre \320\273\320\265\320\261\321\226\320\264\321\214swan

\320\235\320\265\320\262\320\260the Neva (river) \321\201\320\265\321\200\320\265\320\275\320\260\320\264\320\260serenade

\320\264\320\265\320\275\321\214day \320\264\320\267\320\265\321\200\320\272\320\260\320\273\320\276mirror

Note the suffixes -\321\201\321\214\320\272-,-\320\267\321\214\320\272-,-\321\206\321\214\320\272-:

\321\200\320\276\321\201\321\226\320\271\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271Russian \321\200\320\270\320\267\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271of Riga

\320\272\320\276\320\267\320\260\321\206\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271cossack

Do not confuse these with cases where we are not dealing with the same

suffixes:

\320\277\320\273\320\260\321\201\320\272\320\270\320\271flat \321\200\321\226\320\267\320\272\320\270\320\271harsh, sharp

\320\262'\321\217\320\267\320\272\320\270\320\271adhesive

The soft sign is never written after \320\266,\321\207,\321\210,\321\211,and these consonants are hard,
except when lengthened before \321\217,\321\216,\321\201,and, slightly softened, before i.

1.1.7 THE SOFT SIGN

The soft sign palatalizes an immediately preceding consonant. One might see
it extremely approximately as symbolizing the palatal par excellence, namely

a >>-sound, which is to be incorporated as well as possible into the preceding
consonant. This >>-sound appears also in our transcription of \321\224,\321\227,\321\216,\321\217;

of these only the first one and last two occur regularly immediately after

consonants, and their first component, the y, has the same effect as the soft
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sign (in the 1870s one hopeful reformer of the Ukrainian spelling system, M.

Drahomanov, even suggested replacing them after a consonant with \321\214+ e, i,

y, a). It is worth stressing that the soft sign itself is not a sound, in spite of

the crude approximation given above; it tells us something about the
precedingsound. In other words, the noun \321\203\320\272\321\200\320\260\321\227\320\275\320\265\321\206\321\214'Ukrainian (man)' is a
consonant-final noun, and the final consonant is soft.

It is written after soft \320\264,\321\202,\320\267,\321\201,\321\206,\320\275,\320\273at the end of a word or word-

internally before a hard consonant:

\320\262'\321\217\320\267\320\265\320\275\321\214prisoner \320\262\321\226\320\264\320\277\320\276\320\262\321\226\320\264\321\214answer, reply
\320\274\320\270\321\202\321\214sudden moment \320\277\320\265\321\200\320\265\320\277\320\270\321\201\321\203\320\262\320\260\321\202\320\270\321\201\321\214to correspond (with)
\320\276\320\273\321\226\320\262\320\265\321\206\321\214pencil \320\277\320\260\320\274\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\267\321\214hoarfrost

\320\274\320\276\320\273\320\276\321\202\321\214\320\261\320\260threshing \321\201\320\270\320\273\321\214\320\275\320\270\320\271strong

\320\262\321\207\320\270\321\202\320\265\320\273\321\214teacher

Note that it frequently occurs in word-formational suffixes: -\321\201\321\214\320\272-,-\321\206\321\214\320\272-,

-\320\267\321\214\320\272-,-\320\265\320\275\321\214\320\272-,-\320\276\320\275\321\214\320\272-,-\320\265\321\201\320\265\320\275\321\214\320\272-,-\321\226\321\201\321\226\320\275\321\214\320\272-,-\321\216\321\201\321\226\320\275\321\214\320\272-,for example:

\320\277\320\260\320\275\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271lord's, splendid \320\272\320\276\320\267\320\260\321\206\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271cossack

\320\262\321\203\320\267\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271narrow \320\263\320\273\320\260\320\264\320\265\320\275\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271very smooth/sleek

\320\263\320\276\320\273\321\226\320\262\320\276\320\275\321\214\320\272\320\260pretty little head \320\274\320\260\320\273\321\226\321\201\321\226\320\275\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271extremely small

\320\274\320\260\320\273\321\216\321\201\321\226\320\275\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271very small

It is not written:

(i) After consonants which occur hard only: \320\261,\320\277,\320\262,\320\274,\321\204,\320\266,\321\207,\321\210,\321\211,and

word-final p. But: \320\223\320\276\321\200\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271'Gorky' (the author), as a Russian name,
retains the soft sign as it is in Russian; compare the related Ukrainian

adjective \320\263\321\226\321\200\320\272\320\270\320\271'bitter'.

(ii) Between soft consonants (except for \320\273),including lengthened

consonants:

\320\262\320\276\320\273\320\276\321\201\321\201\321\217hair

(iii) After \320\275before \320\266,\321\207,\320\277\321\226,\321\211,-\321\201\321\214\320\272-,-\321\201\321\202\320\262-:

\320\272\321\226\320\275\321\207\320\270\320\272end (dim.) \320\274\320\265\320\275\321\210\320\270\320\271smaller

\321\226\320\275\321\210\320\270\320\271other \320\272\321\226\320\275\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271horse (adj.)

\320\277\320\260\320\275\321\201\321\202\320\262\320\276distinction, nobility

1.1.8 THE APOSTROPHE

The apostrophe is inserted to separate a hard consonant from a following \321\224,\320\207,

\321\216,\321\217.In other words, it serves to convey the sound [j] after hard consonants
and before the vowels of letters \321\217,\321\216,\321\201,\320\207:

\320\277'\321\217\321\202\320\275\320\270\321\206\321\217Friday \320\233\321\203\320\272'\321\217\320\275\320\276\320\262Lukjanov (surname)

\320\274'\321\217\320\272\320\276\321\202\320\260soft flesh
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If the consonant before the apostrophe is a prefix or a part of a prefix, then it

may be softened by the [j], for example:

\320\277\321\226\320\264'\321\227\321\205\320\260\321\202\320\270to drive up to (not softened)

\320\267'\321\227\320\267\320\264congress \320\267'\321\217\320\262\320\270\321\202\320\270\321\201\321\217to appear (both softened)

Thus it is used after the labials (\320\277'\321\217\321\202\321\214'five'), after p at the end of a syllable

(\320\261\321\203\321\200'\321\217\320\275'weed(s)', \320\272\321\203\321\200'\321\224\321\200'courier'), after a prefix or the first component of a

compound word (\320\267'\321\227\321\205\320\260\321\202\320\270'to come down', \320\264\320\270\321\202'\321\217\321\201\320\273\320\260'creche'), and in foreign
words (\320\272\320\276\320\274\320\277'\321\216\321\202\320\265\321\200'computer', \320\260\320\264'\321\216\321\202\320\260\320\275\321\202'adjutant').

If there is no [j], there is no apostrophe: \321\201\320\262\321\217\321\202\320\276'holiday', 'feast', \321\206\320\262\321\217\321\205'nail',

\320\274\320\276\321\200\320\272\320\262\321\217\320\275\320\270\320\271'of a carrot (\320\274\320\276\321\200\320\272\320\262\320\260)'
- we note that the consonant here is a

labial, and the consonant before it belongs to the root. We find the same in

foreign words (especially from French):

\320\261\321\216\321\200\320\276office \320\277\321\216\320\277\321\226\321\202\321\200reading desk

\321\204\321\216\320\267\320\265\320\273\321\217\320\266fuselage

Before [d] the jot ([j]) is conveyed by \320\271or \321\214(or even both), so here there is no

need for the apostrophe:

\320\222\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\261\320\271\320\276\320\262(family name) \321\201\320\265\321\200\320\271\320\276\320\267\320\275\320\270\320\271serious

\320\261\321\203\320\273\321\214\320\271\320\276\320\275bouillon

Here are a few more examples:

\321\202\320\270\320\261'\321\201\321\210[t'l bj'ej] You beat \320\276\320\261'\321\224\320\272\321\202object

\320\262\321\226\320\264'\321\227\320\267\320\264[v*idj'izd] departure \320\277'\321\217\321\202\321\214[pjatJ] five

\320\277'\321\216.[pj'u] I drink. \320\267\320\264\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\262'\321\217[zdor'ovja] health

\321\204'\321\216\320\272\320\260\321\202\320\270[fj'ukati] to whistle, hiss \320\274'\321\217\320\272\320\270\320\271[mjaki'j] soft

\320\267\320\274\320\260\321\202\321\226\321\200'\321\216[z~m'atHrju] with mother

1.1.9 CONSONANT ALTERNATIONS4

One of the initial difficulties in learning Ukrainian is the need to build up

vocabulary; this task can be aggravated if one is not aware of certain quite

regular changes which occur in many common words and are reflected in the

spelling. Here we mention three important consonantal alternations.

(\321\226) [\320\272]-[\320\206\320\206|,[\320\254]-[\320\267],[\321\205]-\320\250
=

\320\272-\320\275,\320\263-\320\266,\321\205-\321\210

\321\200\321\226\320\272
-

\321\200\321\226\321\207\320\275\320\270\320\271
-

\321\200\321\226\321\207\320\275\320\270\321\206\321\217year
- annual -

anniversary

\320\261\321\226\320\272- \320\261\321\226\321\207\320\275\320\270\320\271- \320\261\320\276\321\207\320\260\321\201\321\202\320\270\320\271side - lateral - with large sides

\321\201\320\273\321\203\320\263\320\260
-

\321\201\320\273\321\203\320\266\320\270\321\202\320\270
-

\321\201\320\273\321\203\320\266\320\261\320\260servant - to serve - service

\320\272\320\275\320\270\320\263\320\260- \320\272\320\275\320\270\320\266\320\272\320\260- \320\272\320\275\320\270\320\266\320\275\320\270\320\272book - book -
bibliophile

\320\264\321\200\321\203\320\263
-

\320\264\321\200\321\203\320\266\320\265
-

\320\264\321\200\321\203\320\266\320\270\320\275\320\260friend - friend (voc.) - wife

\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\260\321\205
-

\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\260\321\210\320\270\321\202\320\270
-

\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\260\321\210\320\275\320\270\320\271dread, very
- to frighten - terrible

\320\264\321\203\321\205
-

\320\264\321\203\321\210\320\270\321\202\320\270
-

\320\264\321\203\321\210\320\275\320\276soul, spirit
- to strangle -

hot, close
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(ii) [k]
- [tsJ], [h] - [zi], [x]

- [sJ] = \320\272-
\321\206,\320\263-

\320\267,x - c

The second of each pair appears before [\321\226]\321\226,something which is an

important feature of the declension of nouns:

\320\272\320\275\320\270\320\266\320\272\320\260-
\320\272\320\275\320\270\320\266\321\206\321\226book (nom.

- dat./locsg.)
\320\275\320\276\320\263\320\260- \320\275\320\276\320\267\321\226 foot/leg (nom.

- daUloc.sg.)
\321\201\320\262\320\265\320\272\321\200\321\203\321\205\320\260

-
\321\201\320\262\320\265\320\272\321\200\321\203\321\201\321\226mother-in-law (nom. - dat./locsg.)

\321\200\320\276\320\272
-

\321\203\321\200\320\276\321\206\321\226 year (nom.^g.)
- in .. . year (\\oc.sg.)

\321\203\320\275\321\226\320\262\320\265\321\200\320\274\320\260\320\263
- \320\262\321\203\320\275\321\226\320\262\320\265\321\200\320\274\320\260\320\267\321\226store (nom.sg.)

- in the store (\\oc.sg.)

\320\262\321\203\321\205\320\276
-

\321\203\320\262\321\203\321\201\321\226 ear (nom..sg.)
- in the ear (\\oc.sg.)

Note that the alternation \321\206
- \321\207can occur as well:

\321\205\320\273\320\276\320\277\320\265\321\206\321\214
- \321\205\320\273\320\276\320\277\321\207\320\265!- \321\205\320\273\320\276\320\277\321\207\320\270\320\275\320\260boy

- boy! (voc.) -
boy

\321\204\320\276\321\200\321\202\320\265\321\206\321\217
-

\321\204\320\276\321\200\321\202\320\265\321\207\320\275\320\270\320\271fortress - of a fortress

(iii) A much broader range of consonantal alternations is as follows:

[t] -

[d] -

M -

\320\270
-

M -

[h] -

[\320\251-

[p]
-

[b] -

[m] -

[\320\237
-

[n] -

[1]
-

[r] -

[st]
-

[zd]-

[tj]

to]
\320\250

[3]

Ml

[3]

\320\250

[Plj]

[\342\204\226]

[mV]

\342\204\226

[ni]

[V]

[rJ]

[JtJ]

[3d3]

=

=
=
=

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

=

=

\321\202-

\320\264
-

c -

3 -

\320\272-

\320\223-

X -

\320\237-

6 -

M -

\320\244
-

H -

\320\273-

p
-

\320\241\320\242-

\320\227\320\224
-

4

\320\224\320\226

\320\250

\320\226

4

\320\266

111

\320\277\320\273\321\214

\320\261\320\273\321\214

\320\274\320\273\321\214

\321\204\320\273\321\214

\320\275\321\214

\320\273\321\214

\321\200\321\214

\321\211

\320\266\320\264\320\266

These alternations are found in a wide number of forms. Their regularity
helps us relate \320\267\320\265\320\274\320\273\321\217'earth' to \320\267\320\265\320\274\320\275\320\270\320\271'earthly', without the soft \320\273,and

\320\272\321\200\320\260\320\277\320\260\321\202\320\270'to drip', to \320\272\321\200\320\260\320\277\320\273\321\217'drop'. These alternations are extremely
common in the verb, and they are a function of the stem type to which each

particular verb belongs. The following are a number of first-conjugation
infinitives (see 6.3.1.1) in which the basic consonant is present (on the left of

each pair), while throughout the present tense we have the transformed
consonant (on the right). Thus:

\321\205\320\276\321\202\321\226\321\202\320\270to want \321\217\321\205\320\276\321\207\321\203,\320\274\320\270\321\205\320\276\321\207\320\265\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\321\205\320\276\321\207\321\203\321\202\321\214I/we/they . . .

\320\277\320\270\321\201\320\260\321\202\320\270to write \321\217\320\277\320\270\321\210\321\203,\320\274\320\270\320\277\320\270\321\210\320\265\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\277\320\270\321\210\321\203\321\202\321\214I/we/they . ..

\320\277\320\273\320\260\320\272\320\260\321\202\320\270to weep \321\217\320\277\320\273\320\260\321\207\321\203,\320\274\320\270\320\277\320\273\320\260\321\207\320\265\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\277\320\273\320\260\321\207\321\203\321\202\321\214I/we/they ...
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\320\274\320\276\320\263\321\202\320\270to be able \321\217\320\274\320\276\320\266\321\203,\320\274\320\270\320\274\320\276\320\266\320\265\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\274\320\276\320\266\321\203\321\202\321\214I/we/they ...

\320\261\320\276\321\200\320\276\321\202\320\270\321\201\321\217to wrestle \321\217\320\261\320\276\321\200\321\216\321\201\321\217,\320\274\320\270\320\261\320\276\321\200\320\265\320\274\320\276\321\201\321\217,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\261\320\276\321\200\321\216\321\202\321\214\321\201\321\217I/we/they ...

Note, however, that in the last example, which can stand for all the few such

verbs where the last consonant is \320\275,\320\273,\321\200,that consonant is soft only in the

first-person singular and the third-person plural. In the first conjugation

there are also verbs where no alternation occurs, for example:

\320\261\321\200\320\260\321\202\320\270to take \321\217\320\261\320\265\321\200\321\203,\320\274\320\270\320\261\320\265\321\200\320\265\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\261\320\265\321\200\321\203\321\202\321\214I/we/they ...

\320\266\320\270\321\202\320\270to live \321\217\320\266\320\270\320\262\321\203,\320\274\320\270\320\266\320\270\320\262\320\265\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\266\320\270\320\262\321\203\321\202\321\214I/we/they .. .

\320\275\320\265\321\201\321\202\320\270to carry \321\217\320\275\320\265\321\201\321\203,\320\274\320\270\320\275\320\265\321\201\320\265\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\275\320\265\321\201\321\203\321\202\321\214I/we/they ...

When in a second-conjugationverb the consonant before the infinitive ending

-\320\271\321\202\320\270falls into this group, the change occurs only in the first-person singular,
except where the consonant is a lip (labial) consonant (see, 6.3.2.1, for

example). Thus:

\320\277\320\273\320\260\321\202\320\270\321\202\320\270to pay \321\217\320\277\320\273\320\260\321\207\321\203,\320\274\320\270\320\277\320\273\320\260\321\202\320\270\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\277\320\273\320\260\321\202\321\217\321\202\321\214I/we/they ...

\321\205\320\276\320\264\320\270\321\202\320\270to go \321\217\321\205\320\276\320\264\320\266\321\203,\320\274\320\270\321\205\320\276\320\264\320\270\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\321\205\320\276\320\264\321\217\321\202\321\214I/we/they . ..

\320\263\320\276\320\262\320\276\321\200\320\270\321\202\320\270to speak \321\217\320\263\320\276\320\262\320\276\321\200\321\216,\320\274\320\270\320\263\320\276\320\262\320\276\321\200\320\270\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\263\320\276\320\262\320\276\321\200\321\217\321\202\321\214I/we/they . . .

\320\277\321\203\321\201\321\202\320\270\321\202\320\270to let go \321\217\320\277\321\203\321\211\321\203,\320\274\320\270\320\277\321\203\321\201\321\202\320\270\320\274\320\276,\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\277\321\203\321\201\321\202\321\217\321\202\321\214I/we/they . . .

Note that these changes occur in passive participles too:

\320\267\320\261\320\265\321\200\320\265\320\266\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271(\320\267\320\261\320\265\321\200\320\265\320\263\321\202\320\270)saved, preserved

\320\267\320\276\320\261\321\200\320\260\320\266\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271(\320\267\320\276\320\261\321\200\320\260\320\267\320\270\321\202\320\270)depicted

\320\277\320\265\321\207\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271(\320\277\320\265\320\272\321\202\320\270)baked

\320\276\320\263\320\276\320\273\320\276\321\210\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271(\320\276\320\263\320\276\320\273\320\276\321\201\320\270\321\202\320\270)announced

\320\277\321\226\320\264\321\202\320\262\320\265\321\200\320\264\320\266\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271(\320\277\321\226\320\264\321\202\320\262\320\265\321\200\320\264\320\270\321\202\320\270)confirmed

\321\201\320\272\320\276\321\200\320\276\321\207\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271(\321\201\320\272\320\276\321\200\320\276\321\202\320\270\321\202\320\270)shortened, abridged

\320\276\320\261'\321\227\320\266\320\264\320\266\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271(\320\276\320\261'\321\227\320\267\320\264\320\270\321\202\320\270)driven around

\320\262\321\226\320\264\320\277\321\203\321\211\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271(\320\262\321\226\320\264\320\277\321\203\321\201\321\202\320\270\321\202\320\270)released

Observe that second-conjugation verbs whose stem-final consonant is a labial
have an inserted \320\273in both the first-person singular and the third-person

plural, and in the passive participle:

\320\263\321\203\320\261\320\273\321\216
-

\320\263\321\203\320\261\320\273\321\217\321\202\321\214(\320\263\321\203\320\261\320\270\321\202\320\270)to lose

\321\202\320\276\320\277\320\273\321\216- \321\202\320\276\320\277\320\273\321\217\321\202\321\214(\321\202\320\276\320\277\320\270\321\202\320\270)to melt, sink

\320\273\320\276\320\262\320\273\321\216- \320\273\320\276\320\262\320\273\321\217\321\202\321\214(\320\273\320\276\320\262\320\270\321\202\320\270)to catch

\321\201\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\274\320\273\321\216
-

\321\201\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\274\320\273\321\217\321\202\321\214(\321\201\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\274\320\270\321\202\320\270)to put to shame

\321\200\320\276\320\261\320\273\321\216
-

\321\200\320\276\320\261\320\273\321\217\321\202\321\214to do

\320\273\320\276\320\274\320\273\321\216- \320\273\320\276\320\274\320\273\321\217\321\202\321\214to break

And participles:

\320\267\320\260\320\263\321\203\320\261\320\273\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271\321\203\321\202\320\276\320\277\320\273\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271

\320\267\320\273\320\276\320\262\320\273\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271\320\277\321\200\320\270\321\201\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\274\320\273\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271
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1.1.10 THE ALTERNATIONS [o]
-

[\321\226],[\321\224]
-

[\321\226]

One of the characteristic features of Ukrainian is that there are many words

where the vowel \321\226is in a relationship with either the vowel \320\276or the vowel e. In
the simplest terms, we have \321\226before a single consonant which belongs to the

same syllable. Typically this will occur in grammatical forms (mostly of
nouns, but also some past-tense verb forms) in which a zero ending alternates

with a vocalic ending, triggering the o-i or e-i alternation; thus:

\321\200\321\226\320\272year but G.sg. \321\200\320\276\320\272\321\203

which have the syllable division (using V to separate syllables):

\321\200\321\226\320\272/but \321\200\320\276/\320\272\321\203/

and:

\320\262\321\226\320\275\320\275\321\226\321\201he carried

\320\275\321\226\321\201nose (N.sg\\)

\321\210\321\226\321\201\321\202\321\214six (N.)

\320\272\321\226\320\275\321\214horse (NL?g.)

\320\232\320\270\321\227\320\262Kyiv (N.sg.)

but

but
but
but
but

\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\260\320\275\320\265\321\201\320\273\320\260she carried

\320\275\320\276\321\201\320\260(G.sg.)

\321\210\320\265\321\201\321\202\320\270(G.)

\320\272\320\276\320\275\321\217(G.sg.)

\320\232\320\270\321\224\320\262\320\260(G.sg.)

and, the other way round:

\321\201\321\226\320\273villages (G.pl.) but \321\201\320\265\320\273\320\276(N.sg.)

rip mountains (G.pl.) but \320\263\320\276\321\200\320\260(N.sg.)

And we may find that the word regularizes itself so as to have the same vowel

throughout. Thus:

\320\264\320\276\321\200\321\226\320\266\320\272\320\260path (N.sg.) but \320\264\320\276\321\200\321\226\320\266\320\276\320\272(G.pl.)

\320\272\321\226\320\275\321\206\321\217end (G.sg.) but \320\272\321\226\320\275\320\265\321\206\321\214(N.sg.)5

\321\226does not always alternate with o/e (the last two are examples of this; others
include \320\273\321\226\321\201'forest', \320\273\321\226\321\202\320\276'summer', \321\201\321\226\320\273\320\260'she sat down', \320\261\321\226\320\273\320\270\320\271'white'6) and,

as in the penultimate set of examples, o/e do not always alternate with i. These

exceptions include:

(\321\226)-opo-, -\321\224\321\200\320\265-,-\320\236\320\233\320\236-,-\320\265\320\273\320\265-between consonants:

\320\274\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\267frost \320\274\320\276\320\273\320\276\321\202mallet

\320\261\320\265\321\200\320\265\320\263bank, shore \321\210\320\265\320\273\320\265\321\201\321\202rustling, lisping

\320\263\320\276\320\273\320\276\320\264famine

(ii) -op-, -ep-, -OB- between consonants:

\320\263\320\276\321\200\320\261hump

\320\262\320\276\320\262\320\272wolf

(iii) Where there is a vowel-zero alternation (zero alternation affects o, e),

typically in the declension of many nouns when a vocalic ending

appears:
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\321\201\320\276\320\275-
\321\201\320\275\321\203sleep \321\207\320\265\321\200\320\262\320\265\320\275\321\214

-
\321\207\320\265\321\200\320\262\320\275\321\217June

\320\267\320\265\320\274\320\273\321\217- \320\267\320\265\320\274\320\265\320\273\321\214land \320\277\321\226\321\201\320\275\321\217- \320\277\321\226\321\201\320\265\320\275\321\214song

\320\264\320\265\320\275\321\214
-

\320\264\320\275\321\217day \320\272\321\203\321\202\320\276\320\272
-

\320\272\321\203\321\202\320\272\320\270corner

(iv) In some words of a 'bookish' or formal nature:

\320\275\320\260\321\200\320\276\320\264
-

\320\275\320\260\321\200\320\276\320\264\321\203people \320\267\320\260\320\272\320\276\320\275-
\320\267\320\260\320\272\320\276\320\275\321\203law

(v) In the prefix \320\222\320\236\320\227-and the suffix -\321\202\320\265\320\273\321\214:

\320\262\320\276\320\267\320\262\320\265\320\273\320\270\321\207\320\270\321\202\320\270to extol \320\262\321\207\320\270\321\202\320\265\320\273\321\214teacher

(vi) In the genitive plural of deverbal nouns in -\320\265\320\275\320\275\321\217:

\320\267\320\275\320\260\321\207\320\265\320\275\320\275\321\217- \320\267\320\275\320\260\321\207\320\265\320\275\321\214meaning

(vii) In the second-person singular non-past and the imperative:

\321\226\320\264\320\265\321\210.You go. \320\237\321\200\320\270\321\205\320\276\320\264\321\214Come!

\320\224\320\276\320\267\320\262\320\276\320\273\321\214\321\202\320\265Allow! but \320\241\321\202\321\226\320\271\321\202\320\265Stop!

(viii) In many suffixes:

\320\250\320\265\320\262\321\207\320\265\320\275\320\272\320\276Shevchenko \320\263\320\276\320\273\321\203\320\261\320\276\320\275\321\214\320\272\320\276pretty little dove

\320\274\320\260\320\273\320\265\320\275\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271small

(ix) In foreign words:

\320\277\320\265\320\264\320\260\320\263\320\276\320\263pedagogue \320\276\321\200\320\264\320\265\320\275order, decoration

Unless they are older and have been absorbed, for example:

\321\210\320\272\320\276\320\273\320\260- \321\210\320\272\321\226\320\273school \320\272\320\276\320\273\321\226\321\200
-

\320\272\320\276\320\273\321\214\320\276\321\200\321\226\320\262colour

(x) In non-Ukrainian surnames and other proper names in -\320\276\320\262,-\320\265\320\262,-\321\224\320\262,and

in words formed from them:

\320\241\321\203\320\262\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\262(surname) \320\233\321\203\320\272'\321\217\320\275\320\276\320\262(surname of Russian origin)
\321\200\320\276\321\201\321\202\320\276\320\262\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271Rostov (adj.)

There are also instances of analogy:

\320\276\321\201\320\275\320\276\320\262\320\260- \320\276\321\201\320\275\320\276\320\262basis \321\226\320\274\320\265\320\275\320\260- \321\226\320\274\320\265\320\275(first) names

1.1.11 CONSONANT GROUPS: ASSIMILATION

Perhaps the most notable assimilation (= becoming similar) of consonant

groups in Ukrainian relates to the sequence of the hushing consonants \320\266,\321\207,

\321\210and the soft hissing consonants \320\267\321\214,\321\206\321\214,\321\201\321\214.Here the hushing consonant
assimilates to the hissing consonant, giving a long hissing consonant (note

that a voiced hushing consonant remains voiced). Thus:

\320\272\320\275\320\270\320\266\320\272\320\260[kn'rjka] book (N.sg.) -
\320\272\320\275\320\270\320\266\321\206\321\226[kn'izJtsM] book (D.L.sg.)

\320\264\320\276\321\207\320\272\320\260[dotjk'a] daughter (N.sg.) -
\320\264\320\276\321\207\321\206\321\226[cbtsJ&'i] daughter (D.L.sg.)
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\320\242\320\270\321\207\320\270\321\202\320\260\321\224\321\210,[ti tjit'ajej] You read - \320\242\320\270\321\201\320\274\321\226\321\224\321\210\321\201\321\217,[ti simJij'esisJa] You laugh.
\320\264\320\276\321\210\320\272\320\260[d'ojka] board (N.sg.) -

\320\264\320\276\321\210\321\206\321\226[d'DS*ts4] board (D.L.sg.)

In spite of this, one does often hear a spelling pronunciation in the above

groups.

Hissing consonants before hushing consonants within a word assimilate:

\320\261\320\265\320\267\320\266\320\260\320\273\321\226\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\271[\320\267:]pitiless \320\261\320\265\320\267\321\210\320\260\320\277\320\272\320\270[f:] without a cap
\320\277\321\226\320\264\321\200\321\226\321\201\321\210\320\270[J*:] having grown up

Hissing consonants in one word which precede hushing consonants
beginning the next word without a pause assimilate to the hushing consonants,
optionally even in voice:

\320\261\320\265\320\267\321\210\320\260\320\277\320\272\320\270[bej J'apki] without a cap (not the expected [\320\254\321\224\320\267J'apki])

It should be admitted that these assimilations do not always take place; this

may be due to the influence of Russian or of the spelling.

Something which does on the whole always happen is that dental plosives

assimilate to following hissing/hushing consonants (this is not noted in the

spelling):

\320\272\321\226\320\274\320\275\320\260\321\202\321\206\321\226little room (D.L.sg.) \320\275\320\265\320\262\321\226\321\201\321\202\321\206\321\226daughter-in-law (D.L.sg.)

\320\272\321\200\320\260\320\262\320\260\321\202\321\206\321\226necktie (D.L.sg.) \320\261\320\276\321\200\321\226\320\264\321\206\321\226short beard (D.L.sg.)

All the above have [\302\251is*]. Similarly:

\320\273\321\216\320\264\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271human = [dzis>], \321\201\320\276\320\273\320\264\320\260\321\202\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271soldier (adj.) =
[ts*s*]

Assimilation in the formation of possessives derived from personal names is
not reflected in the spelling either:

\320\237\320\260\321\200\320\260\321\201\320\272\320\260
-

\320\237\320\260\321\200\320\260\321\201\321\207\320\270\320\275\320\236\320\275\320\271\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\260- \320\236\320\275\320\271\321\201\321\214\321\207\320\270\320\275

Sometimes the spelling does change, reflecting a mutation of the consonants

brought on (historically) by the nature of a following suffix:

\320\272\320\276\320\267\320\260\321\206\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271
- \320\272\320\276\320\267\320\260\321\207\321\207\320\270\320\275\320\260

\320\262\321\226\321\201\320\272-
\320\262\320\276\321\211\320\270\320\275\320\260

\320\277\320\276\320\273\321\202\320\260\320\262\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271-
\320\237\320\276\320\273\321\202\320\260\320\262\321\211\320\270\320\275\320\260

\320\264\320\276\321\210\320\272\320\260
-

\320\264\320\276\321\211\320\260\320\275\320\270\320\271

\320\262\320\265\321\200\320\265\321\201\320\272
-

\320\262\320\265\321\200\320\265\321\211\320\260\321\202\320\270

\320\277\321\200\320\276\321\201\321\202\320\270\321\202\320\270
-

\320\277\321\200\320\276\321\211\320\260\321\202\320\270

\320\261\321\200\321\217\320\267\320\272
-

\320\261\321\200\321\217\320\266\321\207\320\260\321\202\320\270

\320\222\320\260\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\261-
\320\222\320\260\321\211\320\265\320\275\320\272\320\276/\320\222\320\260\321\211\321\203\320\272

\320\232\321\203\320\267\321\214\320\272\320\276
-

\320\232\321\203\320\266\321\207\320\265\320\275\320\272\320\276

\320\264\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\263\320\270\320\271
-

\320\264\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\266\321\207\320\270\320\271

\320\264\321\203\320\266\320\270\320\271
-

\320\264\321\203\320\266\321\207\320\270\320\271

\320\262\320\270\321\201\320\276\320\272\320\270\320\271-
\320\262\320\270\321\211\320\270\320\271

-\321\206\321\214\320\272-

-\321\201(\321\214)\320\272-

-\321\210\320\272-

-\320\241\320\232-,-\320\241\320\242-

-\320\267\320\272-

-\321\201\321\214\320\272-

-\320\267\321\214\320\272-

\320\223,\320\226,3

\321\201

+ -\320\270\320\275(\320\260)
> -\321\207\321\207-

+ -\320\270\320\275(\320\260)
> -\321\211-

+ -\320\260\320\275-/-\321\217\320\275-> -\321\211-

in verbs > -\321\211-

in verbs > -\320\266\321\207-

in names > -\321\211-

in names > -\320\266\321\207-

+ -\321\210(\320\270\320\271)
> -\320\266\321\207-

+ -\321\210(\320\270\320\271)
> -\321\211-
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Meanings: 'cossack's' - 'cossack state', 'wax' -
'honeycomb', 'of Poltava' -

'the Poltava region', 'board' - 'of a board', 'shriek' - 'to shriek', 'to forgive'

(perf.
- imperf.)', 'jingle' - 'to jingle', '(personal) names', '(family) names',

'dear', 'expensive'
- 'dearer', 'tough', 'strong' -

'tougher', 'high', 'tall' -

'higher'

Summary of changes:

M + \320\250\"\"> [J:l: \320\277\321\200\320\276\320\275\321\226\321\201\321\210\320\270having carried along

M + [\320\233~* [\320\267\320\233: \320\277\321\226\320\264\320\262\321\226\320\267\321\210\320\270having given a lift

\320\230+ [\320\267]~* [3:1: \320\261\320\265\320\267\320\266\321\203\321\200\320\275\320\270\320\271carefree

[z] + [tj] -> [3tJ]: \320\261\320\265\320\267\321\207\320\265\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\271dishonest

[z] + [d3] -> [3d3]: \320\267\320\264\320\266\320\260\320\267\321\203(lit.) from jazz

\320\250+ Is] ~~* [^:1: \321\201\320\274\321\226\321\224\321\210\321\201\321\217you laugh

[fl + [ts] -\302\273[s*ti*]: \321\203\320\277\320\273\321\217\321\210\321\206\321\226in a bottle

[3]+ [\320\251-> [zJ*ts*]: \321\203\320\273\320\276\320\266\321\206\321\226in a spoon

[tj] + [ts] -\302\273[\302\251:]: \321\203\320\275\320\265\321\202\320\265\321\200\320\277\320\273\321\217\321\207\321\206\321\226in impatience

[d] + [3]/[tfl/[J] -> [d3]: \320\262\321\226\320\264\321\210\320\272\320\276\320\264\321\203\320\262\320\260\321\202\320\270to make good damage,
\320\262\321\226\320\264\321\207\320\265\320\277\320\270\321\202\320\270to unhook, \320\262\321\226\320\264\320\266\320\271\320\262\320\273\321\216\320\262\320\260\321\202\320\270to revive

[d] + [z]/[ts]/[s] -> [dz]: \320\277\321\226\320\264\320\267\320\265\320\274\320\275\320\270\320\271underground, \320\277\321\226\320\264\321\201\320\272\320\276\321\207\320\270\321\202\320\270to jump up,
\320\262\321\226\320\264\321\206\321\226\320\264\320\270\321\202\320\270to strain off

[t] + [s] \342\200\224\302\273[ts]: \320\261\320\260\320\263\320\260\321\202\321\201\321\202\320\262\320\276riches

M + \320\250~> MJ\\: \320\272\320\276\321\200\320\276\321\202\321\210\320\260\321\202\320\270to become shortened

[t]+ [1\320\233-> [tji]: \320\262\321\226\321\202\321\207\320\270\320\267\320\275\320\260fatherland

1.1.12 CONSONANT GROUPS: SIMPLIFICATION

In a group of three consonants the middle one will generally fall out, even in
the spelling. There will also be simplification in larger groups. Thus:

\320\262\321\226\321\201\321\202\321\214- \320\262\321\226\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\272 news - messenger
\320\272\320\276\321\200\320\270\321\201\321\202\321\214

-
\320\272\320\276\321\200\320\270\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\271profit/advantage

- useful

\321\207\320\265\321\201\321\202\321\214- \321\207\320\265\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\271honour - honest

\320\277\320\265\321\200\321\201\321\202\320\265\320\275\321\214
-

\320\277\320\265\321\200\321\201\320\275\321\217ring (N.
- G.)

\320\277\321\200\320\270\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\260\321\201\321\202\321\214
-

\320\277\321\200\320\270\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\260\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\271passion
- passionate

\320\276\320\261\320\273\320\260\321\201\321\202\321\214- \320\276\320\261\320\273\320\260\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\271province/district (noun
- adj.)

\321\200\320\260\320\264\321\226\321\201\321\202\321\214
-

\321\200\320\260\320\264\321\226\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\271joy
- joyful

\321\211\320\260\321\201\321\202\321\217
-

\321\211\320\260\321\201\320\273\320\270\320\262\320\270\320\271luck/happiness
- lucky/happy

\320\272\320\276\321\200\320\270\321\201\321\202\321\214
-

\320\272\320\276\321\200\320\270\321\201\320\273\320\270\320\262\320\270\320\271profit/advantage
- covetous

\321\201\321\202\320\265\320\273\320\270\321\202\320\270- \321\201\320\273\320\260\321\202\320\270 to make a bed, spread

\321\202\320\270\320\266\320\264\320\265\320\275\321\214
- \321\202\320\270\320\266\320\275\321\217- \321\202\320\270\320\266\320\275\320\265\320\262\320\270\320\271week (N.sg.

- G.sg. - adj.)

\320\262\320\270\321\227\320\267\320\264
- \320\262\320\270\321\227\320\267\320\275\320\270\320\271departure

- departing/on the point of

departure
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\320\277\321\200\320\276\321\227\320\267\320\264
-

\320\277\321\200\320\276\321\227\320\267\320\275\320\270\320\271passage
- ticket (= adjectives with the

root -\321\227\320\267\320\264-)

\320\261\321\200\321\217\320\267\320\272
-

\320\261\321\200\321\217\320\267\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270loud metallic sound - to fall

noisily/metallically

\320\261\320\273\320\270\321\201\320\272-
\320\261\320\273\320\270\321\201\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270splendour/light

- flash

\320\261\321\200\320\270\320\267\320\272\320\260
-

\320\261\321\200\320\270\320\267\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270splash
- to splash

\320\277\320\273\321\216\321\201\320\272-
\320\277\320\273\321\216\321\201\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270splashing

- to splash
\320\277\320\270\321\201\320\272-

\320\277\320\270\321\201\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270squealing
- to squeal

\321\202\320\270\321\201\320\272-
\321\202\320\270\321\201\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270press/throng

- to press/squeeze
\321\202\321\200\321\226\321\201\320\272

-
\321\202\321\200\321\226\321\201\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270cracking sound - to crack/split

\320\274\320\260\321\201\320\273\320\276- \320\274\320\260\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\271butter - fat/greasy
\320\274\320\270\321\201\320\273\321\214-

\321\203\320\274\320\270\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\271thought/idea
- intentional

\321\200\320\265\320\274\320\265\321\201\320\273\320\276
-

\321\200\320\265\320\274\321\226\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\272trade - tradesman

And note:

\321\201\320\265\321\200\321\206\320\265
-

\321\201\320\265\321\200\320\264\320\265\321\206\321\214heart (N.sg.
- G.pl.)

\321\207\320\265\320\275\321\206\321\217
-

\321\207\320\265\321\200\320\275\320\265\321\206\321\214monk (G.sg.
- N.sg.)

In the following words the letter \321\202is written but not pronounced:

\321\210\321\226\321\201\321\202\320\275\320\260\320\264\321\206\321\217\321\202\321\214sixteen \321\210\321\226\321\201\321\202\320\264\320\265\321\201\321\217\321\202sixty

\321\210\321\226\321\201\321\202\321\201\320\276\321\202six hundred

This also happens in foreign words expanded by -\321\201\321\214\320\272-,-\321\201\321\202\320\262-(the \321\202is kept in

the spelling, but not pronounced):

\321\201\321\202\321\203\320\264\320\265\320\275\321\202\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271student (adj.)

\321\201\321\202\321\203\320\264\320\265\320\275\321\202\321\201\321\202\320\262\320\276students

\320\260\320\263\320\265\320\275\321\202\321\201\321\202\320\262\320\276agency

There are also foreign words where the \321\202is pronounced, though rather feebly,

for example,

\320\260\320\262\320\260\320\275\320\277\320\276\321\201\321\202\320\275\320\270\320\271outpost (adj.) \320\272\320\276\320\274\320\277\320\276\321\201\321\202\320\275\320\270\320\271compost (adj.)

\320\272\320\276\320\275\321\202\321\200\320\260\321\201\321\202\320\275\320\270\320\271contrast(ing) (adj.) \321\204\320\276\321\200\320\277\320\276\321\201\321\202\320\275\320\270\320\271advance post (adj.)

In such words there may be variation in spelling.

And there are a few native words where \321\202,\320\272are both written and

pronounced, for example,

\320\267\320\260\320\277'\321\217\321\201\321\202\320\275\320\270\320\271wrist (adj.) \320\272\321\226\321\201\321\202\320\273\321\217\320\262\320\270\320\271bony

\320\277\320\265\321\201\321\202\320\273\320\270\320\262\320\270\320\271soft, delicate \321\205\320\262\320\260\321\201\321\202\320\273\320\270\320\262\320\270\320\271boastful

\321\202\320\276\321\201\320\272\320\275\320\276sadly \321\201\320\272\320\275\320\260\321\200\320\260miser

\320\262\320\270\320\277\321\203\321\201\320\272\320\275\320\270\320\271issue (adj.) (and other adjectives in -\320\277\321\203\321\201\320\272-)

\320\261\321\200\320\265\320\267\320\272\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270to become flabby
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Thus we note that groups of three or more consonants are usually simplified

by the deletion of one of them, usually internal to the group; the deletion is

often reflected in the spelling, but it may lead to a change not reflected in the

spelling:

\320\266\320\264\320\275
- \320\266\320\275: \321\202\320\270\320\266\320\264\320\265\320\275\321\214

- \321\202\320\270\320\266\320\275\321\217week

\320\267\320\264\320\275
- \320\267\320\275: \320\277\321\200\320\276\321\227\320\267\320\264

-
\320\277\321\200\320\276\321\227\320\267\320\275\320\270\320\271passage

- ticket

\321\201\321\202\320\275- \321\201\320\275: \320\277\321\200\320\270\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\260\321\201\321\202\321\214
-

\320\277\321\200\320\270\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\260\321\201\320\275\320\270\320\271passion
- passionate

\321\201\321\202\320\273- \321\201\320\273: \321\201\321\202\320\265\320\273\320\270\321\202\320\270- \321\201\320\273\320\260\321\202\320\270to make up a bed
\321\201\320\272\320\275- \321\201\320\275: \321\202\320\270\321\201\320\272-

\321\202\320\270\321\201\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270pressure
- to squeeze

\320\267\320\272\320\275- \320\267\320\275: \320\261\321\200\320\270\320\267\320\272\320\260
-

\320\261\321\200\320\270\320\267\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270splash
- to splash

\320\275\321\202+ \321\201\321\214\320\272\342\200\224>[\321\227\320\264\320\276\320\272]:\321\201\321\202\321\203\320\264\320\265\320\275\321\202\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271of students

\321\201\321\202+ \321\201\321\214\320\272-\302\273[s*k]: \321\202\321\203\321\200\320\270\321\201\321\202\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271of tourists

\320\275\321\202+ \321\201\321\202\342\200\224>[nst]: \320\260\320\263\320\265\320\275\321\202\321\201\321\202\320\262\320\276agency

\321\201\321\2024- \321\206\342\200\224>[s\302\273ts>]: \321\201\320\276\320\273\321\226\321\201\321\202\321\206\321\226soloist (D.L.sg.)

\321\201\321\202+ \320\264\342\200\224>[zd]: \321\210\321\226\321\201\321\202\320\264\320\265\321\201\321\217\321\202sixty

\321\201\321\202+ \342\200\224\302\273[s:]: \321\210\321\226\321\201\321\202\321\201\320\276\321\202six hundred

In some words there is no simplification:

\320\272\321\226\321\201\321\202\320\273\321\217\320\262\320\270\320\271bony \320\277\320\265\321\201\321\202\320\273\320\270\320\262\320\270\320\271tender, delicate

\321\205\320\262\320\260\321\201\321\202\320\273\320\270\320\262\320\270\320\271boastful \320\262\320\270\320\277\321\203\321\201\320\272\320\275\320\270\320\271of something that comes out

\321\200\320\270\321\201\320\272\320\275\321\203\321\202\320\270to take a risk

1.1.13 GEMINATION AND LENGTHENING OF CONSONANTS

These are found exclusively between vowels:

\320\277\320\276\320\264\321\200\321\203\320\266\320\266\321\217wedlock, marriage \320\275\320\276\320\262\320\276\321\201\321\226\320\273\320\273\321\217house-warming

\320\276\320\261\320\273\320\270\321\207\321\207\321\217face \321\202\321\226\320\275\320\275\321\216shadow (l.sg.)

Compare:

\321\211\320\260\321\201\321\202\321\217happiness, luck \321\200\320\260\320\264\321\226\321\201\321\202\321\216joy (l.sg.)

Note the pronunciation (and spelling) of the present tense of \320\273\320\270\321\202\320\270(also

derivatives):

\320\273\320\273\321\216,\320\273\320\273\321\224\321\210,\320\273\320\273\321\224,\320\273\320\273\321\224\320\274\320\276,\320\273\320\273\321\224\321\202\320\265,\320\273\320\273\321\216\321\202\321\214

It should be borne in mind that the following consonants never lengthen, but
remain combined with [j]: [b], [p], [P], [m], [f], [r], namely the labials and [r]:

\320\267\320\273\321\216\320\261\320\276\320\262'\321\216with love \320\262\320\265\321\200\321\204'\321\216dockyard (l.sg.)

\320\277\321\226\321\200'\321\217feather(s) \321\201\321\226\320\274'\321\217family

Lengthening is conveyed in the spelling by doubling or gemination. This
occurs on morpheme boundaries:
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prefix -I- root: \320\261\320\265\320\267\320\267\321\203\320\261\320\270\320\271toothless, \320\262\321\226\320\264\320\264\321\217\321\207\320\270\321\202\320\270to

recompense, \321\200\320\276\320\267\320\267\321\203\321\202\320\270\320\271barefooted

two prefixes: \320\262\320\276\320\267\320\267'\321\224\320\264\320\275\320\260\321\202\320\270to reunite

root/stem + suffix

(most often adjectives): \320\264\320\276\320\272\320\276\321\200\321\226\320\275\320\275\320\276fundamentally, \320\275\320\265\320\277\320\270\321\201\321\214\320\274\320\265\320\275\320\275\320\270\320\271

illiterate, \321\211\320\276\320\264\320\265\320\275\320\275\320\270\320\271everyday, daily

root/stem + postfix -\321\201\321\217(in verbs): \320\275\321\226\321\201\321\201\321\217rushed

compound

(including truncated) words: \320\274\321\226\321\201\321\214\320\272\320\272\320\276\320\274city committee (but the

lengthening is not present in the

pronunciation)

And there is lengthening of [t, z, s, ts, 1,n, 3, tj, fl between two vowels:

\320\266\320\270\321\202\321\202\321\217life \320\267\320\275\320\260\320\275\320\275\321\217knowledge

\320\263\321\226\320\273\320\273\321\217branches \320\272\320\276\320\273\320\276\321\201\321\201\321\217ears (of corn)

\321\200\320\276\320\267\320\264\320\276\321\200\321\226\320\266\320\266\321\217crossroad \320\264\320\265\321\201\321\217\321\202\320\270\321\200\321\226\321\207\321\207\321\217period of ten years
\321\202\321\226\320\275\320\275\321\216shadow (l.sg.) \321\200\321\226\320\273\320\273\320\265\321\216ploughed field (l.sg.)
\320\262\320\276\321\201\321\202\320\260\320\275\320\275\321\224for the last time

Namely:

(i) Before \321\217and other case endings, but not the genitive plural (because of

the nature of the ending), in very many neuter nouns, for example:

\320\267\320\275\320\260\321\207\320\265\320\275\320\275\321\217meaning (G.pl. \320\267\320\275\320\260\321\207\320\265\320\275\321\214)

(ii) Before \321\217in some masculine and feminine nouns (and all the case endings
in -\321\226,-\321\224,-\321\216,-\321\217,but not genitive plural -\320\265\320\271),for example:

\321\201\321\202\320\260\321\202\321\202\321\217article, \321\201\321\203\320\264\320\264\321\217judge

(iii) Before -\321\216in the instrumental singular of feminines whose nominative

singular ends in a soft sign or a husher, for example:

\320\274\320\270\321\202\321\214- \320\274\320\270\321\202\321\202\321\216sudden moment \321\201\321\226\320\273\321\214- \321\201\321\226\320\273\320\273\321\216salt

\320\262\321\226\321\201\321\214- \320\262\321\226\321\201\321\201\321\216axle \321\200\321\226\321\207
-

\321\200\321\226\321\207\321\207\321\216thing

(iv) In forms of the verb \320\273\320\270\321\202\320\270:\320\273\320\273\321\216,and so on.

(v) In a few adverbs, for example:

\321\201\320\277\321\200\320\276\321\201\320\276\320\275\320\275\321\217while asleep

(vi) In the reinforcing and (im)possibility adjectival suffixes -\320\265\320\275\320\275-,-\320\260\320\275\320\275-,

-\321\217\320\275\320\275-,for example:

\320\267\320\264\320\276\321\200\320\276\320\262\320\265\320\275\320\275\320\270\320\271very robust/healthy \320\275\320\265\320\267\320\264\321\226\320\271\321\201\320\275\320\265\320\275\320\275\320\270\320\271unrealizable

\320\275\320\265\320\267\321\200\321\226\320\262\320\275\321\217\320\275\320\275\320\270\320\271incomparable

(vii) A few Church Slavonic words, for example:

\321\201\320\262\321\217\321\211\320\265\320\275\320\275\320\270\320\271holy \320\261\320\273\320\260\320\263\320\276\321\201\320\273\320\276\320\262\320\265\320\275\320\275\320\270\320\271blessed
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1.2 A FEW NOTES ON PROBLEM AREAS IN SPELLING

1.2.1 \320\276AND e AFTER HUSHERS AND [j]

Both are possible in Ukrainian. One tends to find e before a soft or

historicallysoft consonant, and \320\276before a historically hard consonant or before a

syllable with [a, d, u, i]:

\320\266\320\265\320\275\320\270\321\202\320\270\321\201\321\217- \320\266\320\276\320\275\320\260\321\202\320\270\320\271to marry
- married (of a man)

\321\207\320\265\321\202\320\262\320\265\321\200\320\276
-

\321\207\320\276\321\202\320\270\321\200\320\270four

\320\272\320\276\320\277\321\226\321\224\321\207\320\272\320\260- \320\272\320\276\320\277\321\226\320\271\320\276\320\272copeck (N.sg. of dim. -
G.pl. of non-dim.)

\320\272\320\275\320\270\320\266\320\276\320\272of the books \320\264\320\276\321\207\320\276\320\272of the daughters
\320\261\320\264\320\266\320\276\320\273\320\260bee \320\277\321\210\320\276\320\275\320\276millet

\321\207\320\276\320\263\320\276of what \321\211\320\276\320\272\320\260cheek

\320\271\320\276\320\263\320\276him, it \320\267\320\275\320\260\320\271\320\276\320\274\320\270\320\271friend, acquaintance

However, analogy may intervene:

\320\275\320\260\320\262\320\265\321\207\320\276\321\200\321\226
-

\320\262\320\265\321\207\320\276\321\200\320\260/\320\262\320\265\321\207\320\276\321\200\321\203evening (\320\262\320\265\321\207\321\226\321\200)

\321\201\320\262\321\226\320\266\320\276\321\201\321\202\321\226-
\320\274\320\276\320\273\320\276\320\264\320\276\321\201\321\202\321\226freshness - youth

\320\277\320\270\321\210\320\265\320\274\320\276- \320\277\320\270\321\210\320\265\321\202\320\265 write

\320\277\320\265\321\207\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271/\321\201\320\277\320\265\321\207\320\265\320\275\320\276-
\320\267\321\200\320\276\320\261\320\273\320\265\320\275\320\270\320\271/\320\267\321\200\320\276\320\261\320\273\320\265\320\275\320\276baked - done

Note: \320\263\321\200\320\276\321\210\320\276\320\262\320\270\320\271'money' (adjective), \320\261\320\276\320\271\320\276\320\262\320\270\320\271'fighting'

The vowel e is retained in the suffixes -\320\265\321\207\320\272-,-\320\265\320\275\320\272(\320\276)and certain others, and
also in ancient bookish and borrowed words:

\320\264\320\276\321\211\320\265\321\207\320\272\320\260small board \320\250\320\265\320\262\321\207\320\265\320\275\320\272\320\276(family name)

\320\277\320\265\321\207\320\265\321\200\320\260cave \320\266\320\265\321\200\321\202\320\262\320\260victim

\321\210\320\265\321\204chief \321\207\320\265\320\274\320\277\321\226\320\276\320\275champion

Other spellings are established by convention or tradition:

\321\207\320\265\321\200\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\270\320\271red \321\207\320\265\320\272\320\260\321\202\320\270to wait

\321\210\320\265\320\277\320\276\321\202\321\226\321\202\320\270to whisper \321\211\320\265\320\264\321\200\320\270\320\271generous

Note particularly the convention of e in nominal endings, but \320\276in

pronominal and adjectival ones:

\321\201\321\202\320\260\320\275\321\206\321\226\321\224\321\216
- \320\275\320\260\321\210\320\276\321\216- \320\272\320\276\320\273\320\270\321\210\320\275\321\214\320\276\321\216station - our - erstwhile/former (l.sg. f.)

1.2.2 VELARS PLUS [\321\226,\321\226]

[i] occurs, both in the orthography and pronunciation, after velars in
Ukrainianin instances of alternation with [\320\276,\321\224](here the velar is pronounced either

soft or hard) and in the nominative-accusative plural of adjectives and
pronouns. Thus:
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\320\272\321\226\320\275\321\214horse \320\263\321\226\321\200\320\272\320\260hillock

\320\263\320\273\321\203\321\205\321\226\320\274deaf/dull/thick (L.sg. m./n.) \321\202\320\260\320\272\321\226\320\271such (D.L.sg. f.)

\320\275\320\265\320\264\320\276\320\273\321\203\320\263\321\226weak (N.A.pl.) \320\273\320\265\320\263\320\272\321\226light, easy (N.A.pl.)

\320\263\320\273\321\203\321\205\321\226deaf (N.A.pl.) \320\262\321\201\321\217\320\272\321\226every (N.A.pl.)

[i] occurs in the genitive singular and nominative-accusative plural of first-

declension nouns, the nominative-accusative plural of second-declension

nouns, and the nominative-accusative singular masculine of adjectives and

pronouns and the oblique cases of the plural of adjectives and pronouns:

\321\200\321\203\320\272\320\270of the hand \320\275\320\276\320\263\320\270of the leg

\321\201\320\262\320\265\320\272\321\200\321\203\321\205\320\270mothers-in-law \321\200\321\203\320\272\320\270hands

\320\275\320\276\320\263\320\270legs \321\201\320\262\320\265\320\272\321\200\321\203\321\205\320\270of the mother-in-law

\320\261\320\265\321\200\320\265\320\263\320\270banks, shores \321\207\320\276\320\273\320\276\320\262\321\226\320\272\320\270husbands

\320\272\320\276\320\266\321\203\321\205\320\270sheepskin coats

\320\275\320\265\320\264\320\276\320\273\321\203\320\263\320\270\320\271weak \320\262\321\201\321\217\320\272\320\270\320\271every

\320\263\320\273\321\203\321\205\320\270\320\271deaf

\320\275\320\265\320\264\320\276\320\273\321\203\320\263\320\270\321\205weak \320\273\320\265\320\263\320\272\320\270\320\274\320\270light

\320\263\320\273\321\203\321\205\320\270\320\274\320\270deaf \320\262\321\201\321\217\320\272\320\270\320\274\320\270every

1.2.3 THE ALTERNATIONS [u - w - v/p], [i
- j] IN SPELLING

We find these alternations both at the beginning of a certain number of words

and in the corresponding conjunction and preposition. Thus:

\320\262\321\207\320\270\321\202\320\265\320\273\321\214-
\321\203\321\207\320\270\321\202\320\265\320\273\321\214teacher \321\226\321\202\320\270- \320\271\321\202\320\270to go/walk

\320\262\321\226\320\275\321\226\320\262\320\276\320\275\320\260he and she \320\262\320\276\320\275\320\260\320\271\320\276\320\275\321\203\320\272\320\260she and (her) granddaughter
\321\201\321\226\320\262\321\203\320\272\321\200\321\226\321\201\320\273\320\276sat in the chair \321\201\321\226\320\273\320\260\320\262\320\260\320\262\321\202\320\276\320\261\321\203\321\201got on the bus

The vowels [i, u] are both pronounced and noted in the orthography by the

appropriate letters, in principle, at the beginning of a phrase before

consonants(\321\203\320\232\320\270\321\224\320\262\321\226'in Kyiv'), after a word ending in a consonant (\320\206\320\262\320\260\320\275\321\226\320\236\320\272\321\201\320\260\320\275\320\260

Tvan and Oksana'), or between words, one of which ends, and the other
begins, in a consonant (\320\222\321\226\320\275\321\203\320\272\321\203\321\205\320\275\321\226'He's in the kitchen'). Otherwise we have

[j, w, v/p]. Note that Ukrainian \321\203/\320\262are one preposition (thus uniting the two

original prepositions). Ukrainian \320\262,\320\271convey consonants and asyllabic
vowels which occur between a vowel and a consonant at word juncture and

after a vowel at the end of a word.

1.2.4 FOREIGN WORDS

In most instances the meanings of the following words are clear.

Many older loanwords are completely assimilated, and are unlikely to be

recognized as borrowings:
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\320\261\320\276\321\200\321\211beetroot soup \320\277\320\260\320\273\320\260\321\206palace

\321\206\320\270\320\261\321\203\320\273\321\217onion

But quite a few words remain clearly foreign:

Words with [f ]: \321\204\320\276\321\202\320\276,\321\204\320\265\321\224\321\200\320\262\320\265\321\200\320\272,\321\204\320\276\321\200\320\274\320\260

Words beginning with [\320\260,\321\224]:\320\260\321\200\321\202\320\270\321\201\321\202,\320\265\321\201\320\272\321\226\320\274\320\276\321\201,\320\260\320\274\320\277\320\265\321\200\320\274\320\265\321\202\321\200,\320\260\321\200\321\205\321\226\321\202\320\265\320\272\321\202\320\276\321\200

Words with the foreign ya, ia: \320\261\321\203\320\264\321\203\320\260\321\200,\320\277\320\260\320\262\321\226\320\260\320\275,\320\264\321\226\320\260\320\273\320\276\320\263,\320\264\321\226\320\260\320\274\320\265\321\202\321\200

Words with unusual consonantal groups: \320\274\320\260\320\271\321\201\321\202\320\265\321\200,\320\272\320\276\320\275\321\201\320\265\320\275\321\201\321\203\321\201,\321\226\320\275\321\201\321\202\321\200\321\203\320\272\321\206\321\226\321\217,

\320\260\320\261\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\260\320\272\321\202\320\275\320\270\320\271,\320\272\320\276\320\275\321\201\321\202\320\260\320\275\321\202\320\260

Many foreign words assimilate to Ukrainian consonantal (less frequently

vocalic) alternations:

\320\265\320\273\320\265\320\272\321\202\321\200\320\270\320\272electrician -
\320\265\320\273\320\265\320\272\321\202\321\200\320\270\321\207\320\275\320\270\320\271

\321\201\320\277\320\265\321\206\320\270\321\204\321\226\320\272\320\260
-

\321\201\320\277\320\265\321\206\320\270\321\204\321\226\321\207\320\275\320\270\320\271

\320\237\320\260\321\200\320\270\320\266
-

\320\277\320\260\321\200\320\270\320\267\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271

\320\233\320\265\320\271\320\277\321\206\320\270\320\263
-

\320\273\320\265\320\271\320\277\321\206\320\270\320\267\321\214\320\272\320\270\320\271

And there are indeclinables (see 2.1.3.3on foreign words and 2.3.4 specifically

on indeclinables):

\321\202\320\260\320\272\321\201\321\226\320\266\320\260\320\261\320\276

\320\272\320\265\320\275\320\263\321\203\321\200\321\203

Regarding the pronunciation of foreign words, we should note:

[1]: may be hard or soft before [a, o, u]:

\320\261\320\260\320\273\320\260\320\275\321\201,\321\201\320\276\320\273\320\276\320\277\320\273\321\217\320\266,\320\260\320\273\321\216\320\274\321\226\320\275\321\226\320\271

but hard before [\321\224]:

\320\273\320\265\320\272\321\206\321\226\321\217\320\265\320\273\320\265\320\272\321\202\321\200\320\270\320\272

\320\265\320\273\320\265\320\274\320\265\320\275\321\202\320\265\320\273\320\265\320\263\321\226\321\217

\320\265\320\273\320\265\320\263\320\260\320\275\321\202\320\275\320\270\320\271

[h, g]: traditionally = \322\221[\320\264](though in proper names the orthography permits

r):

\320\263\321\200\320\260\321\204\321\226\320\272\320\263\320\265\320\276\320\273\320\276\320\263\321\226\321\217

\320\263\320\265\320\272\321\202\320\260\321\200\320\263\320\265\320\272\321\202\320\276\320\273\321\226\321\202\321\200

\320\263\320\265\321\200\320\261\320\260\321\200\321\226\320\271\320\263\320\276\321\200\320\270\320\267\320\276\320\275\321\202

\320\223\320\265\320\273\321\214\321\201\321\226\320\275\320\263\321\204\320\276\321\200\321\201\320\223\320\260\320\262\320\260\320\275\320\260

In a few English words we have x:

\321\205\320\260\320\262\320\261\320\265\320\272\321\205\320\276\320\272\320\265\320\271

\321\205\320\276\320\273

[f, 6] are usually conveyed in Ukrainian by [f]:
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\321\204\320\276\321\200\320\274\320\260\320\272\320\260\321\202\320\260\321\201\321\202\321\200\320\276\321\204\320\260

\321\204\321\226\320\267\320\270\320\272\320\260\320\276\321\200\321\204\320\276\320\263\321\200\320\260\321\204\321\226\321\217

Foreign double consonants are not usually retained (certainly not in

pronunciation):

\320\261\320\260\321\200\320\276\320\272\320\276\320\261\320\265\320\273\320\260\320\264\320\276\320\275\320\260

\320\261\321\200\320\260\320\262\321\226\321\201\320\270\320\274\320\276\320\263\321\200\320\270\320\277

\320\272\320\273\320\260\321\201\321\226\320\275\321\202\320\265\321\200\320\274\320\265\321\206\320\276

\320\272\320\276\320\274\321\203\320\275\320\260\321\201\321\203\320\274\320\260

\321\210\320\260\321\201\321\226

But in certain situations a double consonant is possible, even in the
pronunciation:

(i) On the morpheme boundary:

\321\226\320\274\320\274\321\226\320\263\321\200\320\260\321\206\321\226\321\217\320\260\320\277\320\277\320\265\321\200\321\206\320\265\320\277\321\206\321\226\321\217

\321\201\321\216\321\200\321\200\320\265\320\260\320\273\321\226\320\267\320\274

(ii) In a few words, for example:

\320\274\321\226\321\200\321\200\320\260\320\261\321\200\321\203\321\202\321\202\320\276

\320\262\320\260\320\275\320\275\320\260\320\274\320\260\320\275\320\275\320\260

\320\275\320\265\321\202\321\202\320\276\320\277\320\265\320\275\320\275\321\226

\321\202\320\276\320\275\320\275\320\260\320\261\321\226\320\273\320\273\321\214

\320\261\321\203\320\273\320\273\320\260\320\262\321\226\320\273\320\273\320\260

(\321\226\321\226\321\226)In proper names:

\320\220\320\275\320\264\320\276\321\200\321\200\320\260\320\223\320\276\320\273\320\273\320\260\320\275\320\264\321\226\321\217

\320\234\320\260\321\200\320\276\320\272\320\272\320\276\320\235\321\226\321\206\321\206\320\260

The apostrophe is very widely used, to convey, for example, the separate
pronunciation of [j]:

(i) Before \321\217,\321\216,\321\201,\320\207after \320\261,\320\277,\320\262,\320\274,\321\204and \320\263,\320\272,\321\205,\320\266,\321\207,\321\210:

\320\272\320\276\320\274\320\277'\321\216\321\202\320\265\321\200\320\272\320\260\321\200'\321\224\321\200\320\260

\320\277'\321\224\320\264\320\265\321\201\321\202\320\260\320\273

(ii) After an original prefix ending in a consonant:

\320\260\320\264'\321\216\321\202\320\260\320\275\321\202\321\226\320\275'\321\224\320\272\321\206\321\226\321\217

\320\272\320\276\320\275'\321\216\320\275\320\272\321\202\321\203\321\200\320\260

French words with the vowels conveyed by \321\217,\321\216are an exception here:

\320\261\321\216\321\200\320\276\320\277\321\216\321\200\320\265

\320\272\321\216\320\262\320\265\321\202\321\200\321\216\320\272\320\267\320\260\320\272

The consonants here are soft.
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Softness may be conveyed by the soft sign. If there is no [j], then the soft sign

is not written (but the softness remains):

\320\272\320\276\320\275\321\204\320\265\321\200\320\260\320\275\321\201\321\214\321\224\320\260\321\202\320\265\320\273\321\214\321\224

\320\274\320\260\321\200\321\201\320\265\320\273\321\214\321\224\320\267\320\260\320\274\321\226\320\273\321\214\321\217\321\200\320\264

\320\261\321\203\320\273\321\214\320\271\320\276\320\275\320\274\320\265\320\264\320\260\320\273\321\214\320\271\320\276\320\275

\320\272\320\260\320\275\321\214\320\271\320\276\320\275\320\262\321\226\320\275\321\214\321\224\321\202\320\272\320\260

\320\275\321\216\320\260\320\275\321\201\321\226\320\273\321\216\320\267\321\226\321\217

\320\274\320\260\320\264\321\217\321\200

For \320\270and \321\226the 'rule of nine' often applies, namely \320\270usually after \320\264,\321\202,\320\267,\321\201,\321\206,

\320\266,\321\207,\321\210,\321\200:

\320\264\320\270\321\201\320\277\321\203\321\202\321\202\320\270\321\202\321\203\320\273

\320\267\320\270\320\263\320\267\320\260\320\263\321\201\320\270\320\274\321\204\320\276\320\275\321\226\321\217

\321\206\320\270\320\272\320\273\320\276\320\275\320\266\320\270\321\200\320\260\321\204

\321\200\320\265\321\207\320\270\321\202\320\260\321\202\320\270\320\262\321\210\320\270\320\275\320\260

\321\200\320\270\320\275\320\263

This does not extend to foreign proper names, where \321\226may be written after all
consonants:

\320\223\321\200\321\226\320\263\320\250\321\226\320\273\320\273\320\265\321\200

\320\247\320\270\320\272\320\260\320\263\320\276\320\224\321\226\320\272\320\272\320\265\320\275\321\201

\320\233\320\265\320\271\320\277\321\206\320\270\320\263

But:

\320\240\320\270\320\274 \320\221\321\200\320\270\321\202\320\260\320\275\321\226\321\217

\320\220\321\202\320\273\320\260\320\275\321\202\320\270\320\272\320\260\320\220\321\200\320\272\321\202\320\270\320\272\320\260

\320\232\320\270\321\202\320\260\320\271\320\237\320\260\321\200\320\270\320\266

\320\240\320\270\320\263\320\260

The letter \321\226is written (\321\226)after consonants other than the nine:

\320\263\321\226\320\277\321\201\320\273\321\226\320\275\320\263\320\262\321\226\321\201\321\202\320\270\320\272\320\260

\320\275\321\226\320\272\320\265\320\273\321\214\320\277\321\226\321\200\320\260\320\274\321\226\320\264\320\260

(\321\226\321\226)At the beginning of words:

\321\226\320\275\321\202\320\265\321\200\320\262\320\260\320\273\321\226\320\267\321\216\320\274

(iii) Before vowel letters and \320\271:

\320\264\321\226\320\260\320\273\320\265\320\272\321\202\321\200\320\265\320\262\320\276\320\273\321\216\321\206\321\226\320\271\320\275\321\226

(iv) At the end of indeclinable words:

\320\277\320\260\321\200\321\226\320\266\321\216\321\200\321\226
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