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UKRAINIAN

practise. How many can you understand already? The first
group is the easiest; the third group may require some
guesswork.

Gap Hank daxc bibic MY2HEA Takel
AKTOp  MeTpb MdMa Bi3a cecTpi TéRic
fardx  6ispec 6izHecMéE GamkGR  Gacker66nm  imdéxuis
KnMaT  Teledp6s  romed AR KaNeKyJsTop héTo
BOK34N  TpONEHbyc JMHMOH OIOKONAK >KYpHANICT  KaJleHmap

KOMIAHiS JMpEKTOp KApTKa  iBCTHTYT YHiBepCHTT mamip

KOMI'EoTep AMépHKa DECTOPAE NACIOPT Tapdx MinicTp
napteép agpéca  BOMep  aepomdpT HOKYMENT  aBTOOYyC
HeHb exoHdMiKa inéa IATEpB’to KOMEpLis — AMepHKAHENh
KkpedT  sdmma midr cTon CHTapéra  MOJOKO
Ganan cyn cbyc BHHO COCHCKa BEPMILIENE

2 Reading and writing practice

(a)

%)

Now practise the handwritten forms of the Ukrainian alphabet.
You have seen these words already.

Example: Hpyr @/17 P ®doéTo %s«u‘. o

cend niBImHA BIKHO JidMna
Ky TATEKA raHOK narmip
f6iryK0  TOé3is KT fxa
LUpK OO6OB KBIiTKa aépeso
FOpii Mope

Here are some names of towns and rivers in Ukraine. Some
you may have heard of, others may be completely new.
Practise reading and writing the names.

(i) towns and cities

KB JIeBiB Opnéca Sra
IMontasa Vxropon Yepkicu Xépkin
Yepairip Yoprdouns  JIyusk Kurdémup
Binnmis Tepuomne  Cepacténom Cimdeponons

(i) rivers

JTHinpd Byr JHonéus Jaictep
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4‘ JAOBPAIEHD!

‘ AK BAIIE IM’A?

Hello! What’s your name?

In this unit you will learn:

'® how to introduce yourself

how to introduce members of your family

how to greet people

how to identify objects (e.g. ‘this is my hounse’)
how to ask simple questions using question words
how to ask someone what their name is

Dianér 1 (Dialogue 1)

" I'aras has invited Stephen to his home.

Tapdc J66puit nems, Crisere!* IIpdity 3ax$mTH.
Crinen Jo6phnens, Tapice!* Sk cripasn?

Tapae Hsixyro, nd6pe. A sx Tu?

Cripen [Isixy:o, HEIOTAHO.

Tapdc Cipiit, 6yns gdcka.

Crisen [dyxe msixyro.

A66punA peHb
AobpuaeHs
npdwy 3axopuTn

hello/how do you do?

come in)
AK cnpaen? how are things? (lit. how things?)
AAKY0 thank you (lit. [1] thank)
A66pe fine

hello/how do you do? (lit. good day)

please come in (lit. [I] ask [you] to
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a Ak Tn? and you? (lit. and how [are] you?)

HenoraHo not bad

cipnain sit down

6yab nacka please

AyHe AAKYI0 thank you very much (lit. very [much)
[1] thank)

*Special forms of the names Criser and Tapéde, nused when addressing
people: see unit 11.

Later that evening Taras shows Stephen a photograph of his family in
Ukraine. Mukoua is a Ukrainian male name; Mapig and Oxcdna are
female ones.

Here is a picture of Taras’ family with a friend.

HELLO! WHAT'S YOUR NAME?

Taple Bond My3mkinT.
Cilnon A ue TBOS Mama?
Pupic Tax. If 3syTs Mapis. Boni MaTeMATHK.
.:ﬁ"l"{ﬂoll A TO Takéx TBil Gpar?
‘Taphc  Hi. To wmiit mpyr Enppro.
Cilson Bin yxpainens?
Yaplic  Hi. Bin se yxpainenp. Bin amepuxdners.
Cilnen A ¥iord mpodécis?
“Faphe  Bim xypmamct. A ne — 1.
this
my
~ ford apyTL his name is (lit. him [they] call)
he
aRTOp actor
and, but
who
my
neoTPh sister
her
what
nona she
MYINKAHT musician
Tnost your
yes
1l anyre her name is (lit. her [they] call)
| maTomaTuk mathemalician
that
TaKOX also, too, as well
nho
not
Engpio Andrew

IIe — Oxcana Ie — Mukéna Ile — Ennpio
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[ianor 2 (Dialogue 2)

' Tapdc Lle — miit Gpar. Horé 3syrs Mukéna. Bin axdp.
CriBen A xT0 ne?

Tapic Ile — mo# cectpd. If im’# Oxcéna.
Crigern x4 if npodécis?

yKpaiHeys (It.) a Ukrainian man

nli yxpaiteus? is he Ulgainian?/a Ukrainian?
aMepukaHeLb (lit.) an American

npodécisi profession

(a) Npaepa un Henpaspa? (True or false?)
Answer in Ukrainian.

1 1le Mo# cectpa Oxcina. Bona xypsamicr.
2 Ile miit 6paTr Mukéaa. Bin akTép.
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3 Ie mos méama. If im’st Mapis.
4 Tle milt apyr Bagpro. Bin yxpaiens.

(b) Answer the following questions in English.

1 How does Stephen answer the question ‘How are you?’
2 Who are the people on the photo?

3 What is the name of Taras’ brother?

4 What is his mother’s profession?

Ak PyHKUiOHYE MOBa
How the language works

1 ‘The’ and ‘a’ in Ukrainian

There are no definite (‘the’) or indefinite (‘a’) articles in Ukrainian,

2 ‘Is’in Ukrainian

As you can see from the sentences in the dialogue, you do not need a
Wf)l‘d for “is’ in sentences like “This is my brother. He is an actor.” There
will be more about this in the next unit.

3 Asking simple questions

In Ukrainian the words for the statement pim ykpatuens (he is
Ukrainian) and the question min yxpainemn? (is he Ukrainian ?7) oceur in
the same order. In print the question is obviously marked by the question
ma!rk. In speech the intonation makes all the difference. In a question the
voice rises and falls on the word that is important for the (uestion:

Bin yxpainenns? Is he Ukrainian ?

Ukrainian makes frequent use of the little word a to introduce questions,
e.g. from the dialogues a ™#? (and you?) a xto ne? (and who’s this?)
a ne TBosi MaMa? (is that your mother?) a to Takéx TBiil opat? (and
is that also your brother?) a iioré upodécia? (and [what is] his
profession?).

HELLO! WHAT'S YOUR NAME?

(e o change the flow of the conversation, and to seek new infor-
in1, Il can sometimes be translated into English as ‘and’ or ‘so’ at
lhieginning of the sentence.

it ilio occur at the beginning of a statement, e.g. a me g (and that’s

Nouns

A Notm is a word that refers to a person, e.g. boy — x,rlén‘lplc, sister —

01, Journalist - xcypaamicT, an object e.g. car — aBTOMOGLIL, church
Wbpienn, photograph — 610, or abstract concept, e.g. day — nems, love
Wlion, health — 3nopén’a.

BOHA BOHO

AOHEKa Hé60

cectpa Mope

namna BiKHO
son

tecrpd are feminine. The nouns denote either male (cum, 6pat) or
pmole (n6BbKka, cectpd) human beings; the gender of the Ukrainian
ouns therefore depends upon the sex of the person. HéGo, mépe and
plenéd all denote objects and are therefore neuter in gender. So what
about mupx and mamma? After all they both denote objects, but have not
been included in the list of neuter nouns.

‘I'he issue here is that in Ukrainian gender is a grammatical principle that
{8 not restricted to the sex distinctions of the natural world. Gender is
nssigned largely on the basis of the final letter of the noun in question. If
you look again at the list above, you will see that masculine nouns end
in a consonant, feminine nouns end in -a, neuter nouns end in -0 or -e.
'Ending in a consonant’ also covers those nouns that end in a consonant
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followed by the ‘soft sign’, e.g. omiséns. Feminine nouns can also end
in %, e.g. KWL

The personal pronoun Bi can replace any noun of masculine gender,
and Bona any noun of feminine gender; BoHo refers only to nouns of
neuter gender.

Note: Some nouns ending in a soft consonant or 4, 3, mr are in fact femi-
nine. Some nouns ending in -u are neuter. You have already seen one
such neuter noun in this unit — iM’si (name). When such problem nouns
occur in the dialogues the gender will be given in the word-lists: (m), (f),
or (n).

6 Adjectives

An adjective is a word used to describe a noun. Adjectives can denote
the quality of an object (good, bad, beautiful, small, blue) or what the
object is made of (wooden, woollen).

Adjectives change their form according to the gender of the noun they
accompany. Look at the following examples:

Masculine Feminine Neuter
AKAR aKka? AKE?
rapHuiA 6y QUHOK rdpHa AiBunHa rapxe Hébo
3eNEeHWI oniséib 3enéHa namna 3enéxe none
cuHii onieéLs CWHA namna cuHe HEBOo
néne field

CHHI#A dark blue, navy

You can see that masculine adjectives end in a vowel and a consonant
(uif or iii), feminine adjectives in a or s, neuter adjectives in e or €. The
adjective endings i (m), a (f), and e (n) are called hard; the adjective
endings iii (m), g (f), and e (n) are called soft. Two examples:

hard endings: no6pmii, 166pa, 1O6pe
soft endings: cviii, CHHs, CIHE

As a rule adjectives stand before the nouns which they accompany, as in
the sentence:

HELLO! WHAT'S YOUR NAME?

This is a beautiful girl.
words rdpna MiBYENA (a/the beautiful girl) by themselves are only

i.lo rdpua aisumna.

The girl is beautiful.

Lle miit cun. Bim akTép.
Lle Mo4 néunxa. Bond
MY3PK4HT.

“I'his is my son. He is an actor.
Ms is my daughter. She is a
musician.

Ken about
Singular Plural
Pirat parson: s ! M1 we
Hecond person: ™! you B84 you
Third person: BiH he
BOHA she BOHM they
BOHO it

There is no distinction for gender in the third-person plural personal pro-
OlN BOHH.

Demonstrative pronouns
I'he words ‘this’, ‘that’ are called demonstrative pronouns. There will be
nore about these words in a later unit. For the time being simply note:
1i¢ - ‘this is’, To — ‘that is’.
Possessive pronouns
T'he possessive pronouns are:

Mi#t my, mine

TBi#l your, yours
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it whose
SAKAR what kind of?

You saw twa examples involving the word miit in the dialogue:
Miili Gpat
Miii ApyT

my brother
my friend

You have already seen that the word for ‘my’ changes its form with

feminine nouns:
Mol cecTpa
MOfl MAMa

my sister
my mother

The word will also change its form with neuter nouns:
MOE€ IM’4
MOE€ cend

nmy name
my village

The word for ‘your’ changes in the same way: TBili, TBosi, TBO€. The
question word ‘whose?’ also changes like this: wai?, ansi?, wué?.

quin? Hua? umé?
MilA 6paT MOSi cecTpa MOE iM'A

Unit e aBToMO61m? Whose
car [is] this?

Yus to xaura? Whose book
[is] that?

Now look at the following examples:

e miit It/ ’s] mine.

He mMo4 [It’s] not mine.

MiiT aBTOMOGLIL my car
ABTOoMOOGINL Milt. The car
is mine.

Le miif aBTOMOG 1B,
This is my car.

As you can see, Ukrainian uses the same word miii for ‘my’ and ‘mine’.
The same applies to TBiif.

TBO¢ 6ITyKO Your apple
ITe TBOE #i6mMyXRO. This is A6myro TBOE. The apple is
your apple. yours. .

HELLO! WHAT’S YOUR NAME?

.; Cultural note: ‘you’ — Bu or Tn?

‘lJno the personal pronoun TM when addressing one person
| whom you know well, e.g. a relative or a close friend (like the
| Pronch tu). Bu is used when talking to several people or as a
Jolite form of address to one person whom you do not know
vary well, e.g. in official situations, in talking to older persons,
those who occupy a senior position, etc. In writing the pronoun
@M, when used as a polite form of address to one person, has
‘i capital letter: Bu. The corresponding possessive pronouns
ii0 TBiK (TBOSA, TBOE) and Baw (Bawa, Bawe).

| When meeting a Ukrainian for the first time it is always advis-
,-uble to use Bu and Bau.
|

Case

_:mms, pronouns and adjectives change their endings for number and
e, The case of a noun is determined by its function in the sentence.
ims and pronouns are listed in wordlists and dictionaries in the nomi-
fiitive or ‘naming’ case. It most frequently occurs as the subject of a
iegntence, or as the description of the subject, e.g. Sl — anrxeims, Oxcina
‘Myauxdnt, where the personal pronoun and all the nouns are in the
Nominative case. Adjectives are listed in the form of the masculine nom-
Inntive singular.

X10? who?
1mo? what?

We can make simple questions by adding question words:

Who is this?
What is that?

Xro ue?
[llo To?

10 How to say what your name is

Moe im’s Tapac.
Moé npizpauie Képais.

My (first) name is Taras.
My surname is Koval.
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It is possible to say the same thing in the following way:

Mené 3ByTH Tapic Késam.

anyTh —~ [they] call

The words Mené 3ByT» literally mean ‘me [they] call’. Both Ukrainian
phrases, Moé im’si and Mené 3myTh, are the equivalent of the English

‘my name is’.

Moé iM’q ..

Moé npianmuc

My name is Taras Koval.

Mené 3ByTS ...

11 How to ask what someone’s name is

(a) informal

STk TBOE iM’4? What is your (first) name? (lit. how [is] your name?)

Sk tBOE npizpmine? What is your surname?
Sk 1e6é 3ByTR? What is your name (and surname)?

(b) formal/polite
Ak Bame iM'#?

SAx Bamre mpizsuue?

Sx Bac 3ByTE?

Bac (from bn)

Tebé (from Tu)

you
you

1 Read the dialogue again. Complete the table below by putting a
cross (+) in the right box.

BMPABM (exercises)

ypHanicT

MY3UKAHT

akTop

MaTEeMAaTUK

Mapis

Enpnpro

Mukéna

OkcaHa

(1)
(b)
(e)
(d)
{#)

()
{e)
(1)
(b)

HELLO! WHAT'S YOUR NAME?

X910 ue?
X'ro T0?
Mo ue?
o To?
(apyr, yudrens, Mdma, xnOMuMK, JHUILKA, TOJIOBIK, JAMNA,
Jiépeno, miBUMEKA, IAHOK, MOpE)

Lle yooBik?
I1e xupra?
To xsiTka?
To pyuxa?
I1e xnémumx?
To uépxaa?
[le 46myxo?

~ Now answer a few questions following the exaroples:

ITe 6par.

To cectpa.

Ile kpiTKa.

To BixHS.

Now some questions, saying ‘yes’ or ‘no’ in Ukrainian.
Jixample: Lle aBToMo6Um? — Hi, ne nepeso. (No, it’s a tree).

(Yes, it’'sa..)
(Yes, it'sa ...)
(No, it’s a doll.)
(No, it’s a bush.)
(Yes, it'sa...)
(Yes, it'sa ...)
(No, it’s a pencil.)

Name these people (choose their names from the list below).
Imagine that you are meeting these people. How would you ask
each of them what their names and professions are, and how

might they reply?

(i) Oxcéna Besnrixo
(i) Mapia Képamn

12a+b x3ab
92x4a 2a2

(i) Enppro Kpocoi
(iv) Crisen Téimop
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Write out the following nouns in three columns, according to their
gender. At the same time check that you know what they mean.

Masculine

Feminine Neuter
90JI0BIK i

MIHKA comme

cOHIe, 9WOJOBIK, XiAKa, KEpeBO, TAHOK, BIKHO, KBiTKa, KIT,
Bé60, XIODYAK, Ky, aBTOMOGLIE, GYIWHOK, JUBYMHKA,
#611yX0, TOHAK, IXa, XPpYr, KHHra, MOpE, ONBENE, NAMD, pyuKa,
$6éTo, népxsa, MmANMKa, JIBKa, TMPK, JAMIA, XYPHAJNOCT,
cecTpa

Choose the right form of the adjective to go with the nouns in the
list below.

Example: Bpat Bacéxmit

Bpart (BucOKHH, BUCOKA, BUCOKE)
KsiTka (rapuuit, TApHa, TApHE)
Pyuxa (MiH, mo3, Mo€)

Sbayxo (3enéumii, 3enéna, 3e¢yéne)
Cend (xpacHBHii, Xpachipa, KpPACHUBE)
BENNUKUK big, great, large
KpaciBuid beautiful, handsome

LikaBui interesting
TENNWA wamm
BMCOKMA tafl, high
MaNéHbKU little, small
crinéyb (m) chair

A

- He espixuit 6yminox?
- Ile yépruit mamip?

7 Answer the following questions, using adjectives from the list

above:

Example: Skuii e 6yminok? e Bemikuid 6ymAHOK.
Axé ne iﬁpyko? e (small)
Slxa ne xsiTKa? e (beautiful)
SIx4 ue mamca? Ile (warm)

e (tall, high)
e (interesting)

SIxé ne aépepo?
Sxa ue xuwra?

HELLO! WHAT'S YOUR NAME?

Now do the reverse! Form simple questions from the sentences
below:

Example: Unit ne crinéus? Lle miif cTinéus.

{a) ? Lle Mos mseKa.
(h) ? Ie Miit omnéne.
(¢) g Ie Moé 6myxo.
(d) ? I{e Mo5 xuira,
(¢) ? Ie Moé péTo.

? e midt kiT.

Find the correct answer from the list on the right.

Taxk, ne Tépua [IBYHAL.
Tak, me Téme mdpe.
Hi, me senénmit mamip.
Hi, ne Hu3pxiiii Ky
Hi, oe manéunknit
6yIHHOK.

Tak, e BACOKe népebo.

Lle pucédxe népeno?
Ile rdpua misamna?
[le Téme MoOpe?

e BucSxuit kym?

(@) You are jn Kyiv. At a reception you are asked what your name
is. What are the words that you are likely to hear? How will
you respond?

(b) You are showing some photographs to a Ukrainian friend.
Your friend asks if one of the people on the photo is your
brother. What does s/he actually say? You reply that it is not
your brother — it is a friend. How will you phrase your reply in
Ukrainian?
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